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"Following God, Not Man"

FROM time to time there is consider-
able concern by many faithful laity

resulting from different understandings
that have developed between well-
known self-supporting preachers. It is
only to be expected that those who look
to self-supporting work as a vehicle for
repentance, reformation and revival in
the Seventh-day Adventist Church are
deeply burdened by any significant
differences that arise between the
leaders of self-supporting work. Yet
such differences arc a reminder to all of
us that only God is infallible and that it
is of the utmost importance that we do
not put unlimited trust in human beings.
Even if we were to follow a human
being who was one hundred percent
faithful, we surely would still fall short
of the kingdom of heaven, for our only
leader must be Jesus Christ. When
human frailty exerts itself, it should be a
reminder that we are saved ollly through
the death and the heavenly ministry of
our Lord Jesus Christ by whose blood
we are both pardoned and cleansed.

It is one trung to accept the God-
given message that a man preaChes; it is
another trung to become a follower of
that man. We have seen too many cases
of tills errOr in OUT own church history. I
am especiaUy cognizant oCtile numerous
men and women who were led astray by
following Robert Brinsmead rather than
the message he was preacrung. When in
the 1970s he took an about-turn in rus
theological understandings, large num-
bers, though not all who had been at-
tracted to him, followed him into outer
darkness. Thomas Arthur, the sixteenth-
century English martyr, presented the
situation clearly: "'It is not the man that
brings the word, but the word that the
man brings that saves the soul."
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It is not surprising that from time to
time faithful self-supporting ministries
as well as individuals will not see eye to
eye on every issue. This fact certainly
was true of the apostles, who, though
under the power of the Holy Spirit,
nevertheless had some sharp disagree-
ments. We can only imagine the heart-
ache and the grief that the early Chris-
tians felt over the strife between Paul
and Barnabas. In fact, so strong was
their disagreement that Luke wrote,
"And the contention was so sharp be-
tween them, that they departed asunder
one from the other: and so Barnabas
took Mark, and sailed unto Cyprus; and
Paul chose Silas, and departed, being
recommended by the brethren unto the
grace of God." Acts 15:39-'10

While unquestionably tills division
was a victory for Satan, nevertheless, in
the end God was able to use it to His glory,
for soon two strong teams witnessed to the
gospel of Christ. Later Paul was able to
say that Mark was profitable to rum for
the ministry. See 2 Timothy 4:11

Even more critical was the conflict
between Paul and Peter, because the
issue dealt with doctrinal issues of faith,
a maHer of salvation. In his own words
Paul wrote, uBul when Peter was come
to AntiOCh, I withstood him to the face,
because he was to be blamed." Galatians
2:11. ntis confrontation between Paul
and Peter was the result of a serious
compromise on the part of Peter, but it is
important to understand that even so,
Peter was soon restored as a faithful
servant of God. Yet the servant of the
Lord was to write as follows:

"Even the best of men, if left to
themselves, wiu make grave blunders.
The more responsibilities placed upon
the human agent, the higher ills position
to dictate and control, the more mischief
he is sure to do in perverting minds and
hearts if he does not carefully follow the
way of the Lord. At Antioch Peter failed
in the principles of integrity. Paul had to
withstand his subverting inOuence face

to face. ntis is recorded that others may
profit by it, and that the lesson may be a
solenm warning to the men in high
places, that they may not fail in integrity,
but keep close to principle.

"After all the failures of Peter, afler ills
fall and rcstoration, his long course of
servicc, his intimate acquaintance with
Christ, rus knowledge of Christ's pure,
straightforward practice of prinCiple; after
all the instruction he had received, all the
gifls and knowledge and great inOuence
in preacrung and teaching the Word, is it
not strange that he should dissemble and
evade the principles of the gospel, for fear
of man, or in order to gain his esteem? Is
it not strange that he should waver, and be
two-sided in rus position? May God give
every man a sense of his Own person;
helplessness to steer rus own veSSL
straight and safely into the harbor. The
grace of Christ is essential every day. His
matchless grace alone can save our fcet
from falling." The Seve11lh·dayAdvemisl
Bible Commelltary, vol. 6, 1108--1109

Peter and Paul did not always see
matters eye to eye, which must have
caused concern among the believers. It is
not surprising then that Paul had to warn
converts about following himself, follow-
ing Peter, or fOllowing Apoilos. See 1
Corintruans 3:4--Q; 1:11-17. No doubt
these groups represented people who had
taken sides in issues; but if there is any-
thing that the end-time generation of
faithful saints must learn, it is to be careful
about doing so. Both Paul and Peler were
godly men, who had been chosen of the
Lord to do a mighty work for Him. When
doctrinal issues arose they were finally
settled by a "thus saith the Lord."

Today, God is raising up men and
women in the closing scenes of earth's
history to do a work similar to thai of
Paul and Peter. It is Satan alone who
wins the battle when the servants of the
Lord are divided asunder. It is h·
earncst efforts to divide and conqucl.
Just as it is important for faithful leaders
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Hal Mayer serves on the staff of Hart/nfl,
institute, which is localed ;11 Rapidan,
Virginia.

Reagan, the rortieth President of the
United Statcs, had long berore sensed
the advantage or an alliance with the
Papacy. With its vast intelligence a
senal, its global diplomatic network, and
a worldwide following or 800,000,000
Catholics, a pact with the Papacy would
have huge political potency, giving the
United States a giant advantage over its
archenemy, Marxist communism. Thus
the President had an earnest agenda
from the beginning of his administra-
tion. "One of his earlicst goals as Presi-
dent, Reagan says, was to recognize the
Vatican as a state 'and make them an
ally.'" Ibid., 31. This goal was ap-
parently central to rulfilling his political
agenda of neutralizing the advancing
forces of world communism, especiaUy
in Latin America, the back yard or the
United States.

Pope John Paul II, having been
raised in Poland, was weU acquainted
with the evils of communism. It was in
Poland, the most Catholic of all the
Eastern European nations, where he was
carefully mentored by his superiors to
confront and destabilize the Communist
Party. Using the vast numbers of the
Polish church, he was taught to manipu-
late party leaders through social urncs'
and then suggest that co-operation witl
the priests and the Vatican was the only
way to restore the peaee. See The Keys
of This Blood, Malachi Martin

John Paul's vision, however, is im-
mensely larger than the mere defeat or
communism. Establishing a close rela-
tionship with the United States was cru-
cial to his own agenda of becoming the
primary political force in the "new
world order." See Martin, ibid. Since the
Gulr War, the United States is seen, (and
criticized), as the policeman of world
peace. This reputation makes America
an excellent junior partner in the papal
quest for world dominance. The United
States, slightly defensive, and somewhat
reliant on the Vatican for stable world
opinion, is easily managed by papal
handlers through the world press, to the
rullest advantage and exploitation by the
Vatican.

The book The Creal Colltroversy
presents a clear picture or the agenda or
the Vatican in rorging worldly alliances
to gain religious objectives. "The
Roman Church is rar-reaehing in her

UNHOLYAlLIANCE
The Story Time Does Not Know

1) the covert operations and the
secret bank accounts that gave the
Solidarity trade union its strength;

2) the close co-opcration between
the CIA, the AFL-CIO (American Labor
Unions) and the 10cal priests and the
labor "experts" in Poland, and

3) the close consultation of Reagan
and John Paul II as they worked together
to destabilize the Communist govern-
ment. Ibid.

These astonishing raets have dizzying
implications. The author, an investigative
reporter, had uncovered the behind-the-
scenes clever and determined efforls to
undermine the largest military machine in
history with hard-core polilieal pressure.
And il had been accomplished through a
joint errort of the United States and the
Holy See, the pope of Rome.

Hal Mayer

REAGAN and the pope agreed to
undertake a clandestine campaign

to hasten the dissolution or the com-
munist empire. .. . This was one of the
great secret alliances of all time. The
operation was focused on Poland, the
most populous or the Soviet satellites
in Eastcrn Europe and the birthplace
or John Paul II. ... The key (Ameri-
can) Administration players were all
devout Roman Catholics.... They re-
garded the U.S.-Vatican relationship
as a holy alliance: the moral force of
the Pope and the teachings of their
church combined with their fierce an-
ticommunism and their nOlion of
American democracy." Time, February
24, 1992, 28-35

This astonishing article in Time mag-
azine revealed

4 Our Firm FOUlulm;oll Vol. 7, No. 10



Has the obsession of destabilizing the Marxist
regime blinded the United States to the
implications and dangers that accompany a
papal alliance?

r
,

plans and modes of operation. She is
employing every device to extend her
inOuenee and increase her power in
'reparation for a fierce and determined
...;onnict to regain control of the world, to
re-establish persecution, and to undo all
that Protestantism has done. Catholicism
is gaining ground upon every side." The
Greal COl/troversy, 565-566

Has the obsession of destabilizing the
Marxist regime blinded the United States
to the implications and dangers that ac-
company a papal alliance? As the alliance
is daily cemented and hardened by ever-
expanding co-operation and communica-
tion networks, the American administra-
tion seems to be overlooking or ignoring
the historical consequences of 1,700 years
of papal alliances with heads of state. If
history has taught US anything about such
alliances it is this fact: the Papacy is a
dangerous ally.

If relationships should sour, could the
United States extricate itself from the
alliance? If American leaders one day
awaken to find themselves at the mercy of
Vatican diplomacy, which can as easily
sway public opinion against the United
States as in its favor, would they be in a
position to umavel themselves from the
entanglement, or would they be caught in
.•e grip of a stranglehold from which
there is no escape? Perhaps there is an
even deeper question. Does this "feel
good" relationship have such political
comfort, that should negative side effects
develop, such as pressure to conform to
Catholic dogma, would the American ad-
ministration be able or willing to see the
danger and break the relationship, or
would the American leaders overlook the
side effects and sacrifice these interests
for the "Iarger interest" of political advan-
tage in worldly affaiIs?

Warning signs of pressure to con-
form to Catholic dogma are already
apparent. Related to the Time report was
a fascinating support artiele, entitled,
"The U.S. and the Vatican on Birth
Control," which offered an insight into
this potential entanglement. "In re-
sponse to concerns of the Vatican, the
Reagan Administration agreed to alter
its foreign-aid program to comply with
the church's teachings on birth control.
According to William Wilson, the Presi-
dent's first ambassador to the Vatican,
the State Department reluctantly agreed
\0 an outright ban on the usc of any U.S.
lid funds by either countries or inler-
national heallh organizations for the pro-
motion of birth control or abortion....

'American policy was changed as a re-
sult of the Vatican's not agreeing with
our policy,' Wilson explains. 'American
aid programs around the world did not
meet the criteria the Vatican had for
family planning.... In long discussions
they (the U.S. Department of State) fi-
nally got the message. But it was a
struggle. They finally selected different
programs and abandoned others as a
result of this intervention.' " Pio Cardi-
nal Laghi, the former apostolic delegate
to Washington, admits, though certainly
understating the Vatican role, that <l'1
might have touclled on that in some of
my discussions with ICIA director Wil-
liam) Casey.... Certainly Casey al-
ready knew about our positions about
that.'" Time, February 24,1992,35

Notice that American policy was re-
vised as a result of the pressure to
conform to papal teaching. For the mo-
mem, it is limited to dogma and doctrine
that have a political impact. But is it not
largely Catholic inOuence both directly
and through ecumenical contacts with
fundamentalist churches that has made
abortion and birth control such a major
issue in American politics? The Vatican
is using the political fracas around moral
issues such as abortion to pressure the
United States Administration, while
cementing relationships with a large
number of fundamentalist Protestant
churches. Which further dogmas will be

imposed on United States policy once
stinlUlated in political arenas through
Vatican "intervention"? How can Amer-
ica resist the pressure to conform to
other church teachings in terms of
policy, such as freedom of religion and
the separation of church and state?

"]n those countries where Catholl-
cism is not in the ascendancy, and the
papists are taking a conciliatory course
in order to gain innuence, there is an
increasing indifference concerning the
doctrines that separate the reformed
churches from the papal hierarchy; the

0plnlOn is gaining ground that, ... a
little concession on our part will bring US
into a better understanding with Rome."
The Great Controversy, 563. A little
concession is creating a web that will
ensnare the nations and the churches in
the grip of Rome.

Already the separation of church and
state is under attack. William Rehnquist,
Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of the
United States, believes that this "wall of
separation" is "a metaphor based on bad
history, which must be explicitly and
forthrightly abandoned" (dissent opinion
in the Alabama "silent prayer" case).
Removing that pillar of the American Bill
of Rights removes the fundamental pro-
tection of the American people from
undue priority influence of any single
church, and opens the Ooodgates of op-
portunity for the Papacy (now the tacitly
favored religion in America because of
diplomatic recognition), to press its
doctrinal agenda into the civil courtroom
and the legislative halls of Congress and
the States. Recent Supreme Court deci-
sions, have been steadily reinterpreting
the Bill of Rights in response to Catholic
concepts (for example: majoritarianism-
the concept that majority practices and
beliefs will determine what is Hnormal"
Americanism, and therefore protected by
law, even at the cost of personal convic-
tions and liberties guaranteed under the
Constitution for minority religions).

The Papacy has now developed an
excessive and disproportionate in-
fluence in America. But the American
Administration is overlooking the his-
torical consequences of papal influence,
and seems to have forgotten that "the
opinions of learned men, the deductions
of science, the creeds or decisions of
ecclesiastical councils, as numerous and
discordant as are the churches which
they represent, the voice of the major-
ity-not one nor all of these should be
regarded as evidence for or against any
point of religious faith," (The Great

Vol. 7, No. 10 Our Firm Fowldarioll 5



The boldness of the Papacy in pressing its
agenda is evidence that it has been able to
establish a large reservoir of public opinion in
its favor

COllIroversy, 595) and certainly not as a
basis for decisions related to political
pressure from the Catholic Church. The
time will surely come when this blind-
ness will create circumstances in which
leaders of our nation, under the Romish
influence, "shall repudiate every prin- .
ciple of its Constitution as a Protestant
and republican government, and shaU
make provision for the propagation of
papal falsehoods and delusions." Tes-
timonies, vol. 5, 451. Right now the
Papacy is using issues (such as abortion,
school prayer and other morality issues)
that are calculated to gain the confidence
of most Americans, and build a basis for
acceptance of her falsehoods, such as the
papal day of worship. In addition, she is
developing the polilieal clout 10 pressure
governments to conform to her religious
policies.

Catholicism already has "favored
church status" in most of Europe, and
currently wields enormous influence in
the European Community. The Commu-
nity is dominated by Germany, which is
controlled by the Christian Democratic
Party (mostly Catholic) which gives the
Vatican an "invisible" hand in European
Community policies and politics. In some
countries such as Poland where the
church is openly the dominant political
force, there is even greater influence. In
Poland, for example, (where the people
have been taught that the church, not the
Bible, is the final authority), the church is
consulted by all political offices, accord-
ing to Dr. Henryk Weija, an evangelical
physician in Poland. "If a politician is
passive toward the Roman Catholic
Church there is no way for him to con-
tinue his political career," he says.
(Quoted in BattleCry, Chick Publications
March/April 1992). Solidarity leaders in
Poland have been saying for some time
that there would be only one church in
Poland. Which church will that be? There
is only one answer: the Roman Catholic
Church. Which churches will be ex-
cluded? Again, there can only be one
answer: all others. Slowly, carefuUy,
this magnitude of influence is being
developed, though not as openly, in the
rest of Europe as weU.

Consistently, throughout the centur-
ies, the popes and the Papacy have untir-
ingly tried to place all the governments of
the world under their control. The church
since 1798 has been rebuilding her
strength stealthily and with grcat care that
the freedom-oriented sensibilities of
Americans, Europeans and other national

6 Our Firm Foundatiotl Vol. 7, No. 10

groups, arc not aroused. She preaches a
gospel of freedom to worship as one
believes, but her venom is vented against
those who proclaim her as the great re-
ligious whore who has committed for-
nication with the kings (heads of state) of
the earth through church and slate alli-
ances. See Revelation 17:2. Contracts of
this nature invariably lead to the loss of
the righls of the people, primarily those
who disagree with the Vatican. The day
will likely come when the Vatican will
require, through the use of civil means, all
nations, languages and people, to follow
her lead in religious dogma, especially in
relation to worship. For the Bible says that
all the world will be amazed at the Papacy
and will worship the pope, or give him

allegiance because they are unable to
resist the force of his world power. Sec
Revelation 13:1-4, Daniel 8:23-25. "Let
the restraints now imposed by secular
governments be removed and Rome be
reinstated in her former power, and there
would speedily be a revival of hertyranny
and persecution." The Great Controversy,
564. Given enough time, the Papacy will
eventually assume a more potent and
intolerant role, through world politics,
against those whose religious agenda con-
flicts with her policies or dogma.

Presently, the church is carefully posi-
tioning itself so that it will be able to
influence government legislation in its
doctrinal favor. The Papacy is also trying,
with great success, to establish an
emotional climate that is hostile to anyone
who is negative toward her or who seeks
to convince others that the Papacy is all
that the Bible declares her to be. In March
of 1990, the San Francisco Chronicle ran
an article about 30 Catholic bishops in
Alla and Baja California and north-
western Mexico, who were very upset at
the loss of parishioners to various ·'sects."
They accused Pentecostals, Mormons, Je-
hovah's Wilnesses and Seventh-day Ad-
ventists of using unfair and coercive prac-
tices to persuade their parishioners to

change churches. The coercive methods
mentioned were "psychological and
economic pressure," "manipulation of
historical and biblical data," and "con
stant warnings that the end of the world
was imminent." The San Francisco
Chronicle, March 9, 1990

With these accusations, it is easy to
see that such a climate can be '''ar-
ranged." The boldness of the Papacy in
pressing its agenda is evidence that it has
been able to establish a large reservoir of
public opinion in its favor. The Papacy
has presented itself as having been
maligned and mistreated in public opin-
ion, especially in "Protestant" nations,
and thus has gained a strong public bias
of sympathy in its favor. Sec The Great

Controversy, 563. This tactic inevitahl, )
has placed the Papacy in a position to
develop a powerful influence in govern-
ment circles around the world.

In December of 1991, Mexico, a long-
time anticlerical nation, removed all legal
barriers to Ihe recognition of religious
institutions as legal entities. The Roman
Catholic Church has the most to gain from
this constitutional change made by the
Mexican congress. Mexican president,
Carlos Salinas de Gortari, has been work-
ing diligently to bring reconciliation be-
tween the Slate and the church and his
efforts are giving the church a free hand to
openly influence the policies of state.
Already the government is under pressure
to determine which religious groups are
really churches, and not merely "sects."
likely, those considered legitimate will
be those who are not offensive to Roman
Catholicism. Those who wiU be outlawed,
will likely be those whose mission\iS
opposed to Catholic domination Or,
politics, society and religious practices. "-

If the Papacy is given a greater politi-
cal role such as she already has in Amer-
ica and much of the world, what Will

become of religious freedom? Presentl\
there may seem to be little danger of the
Catholic Church repeating the injustices



The enormous consequences of this alliance
are worthy of notice. The last generation of
mankind will surely face the "greatest
historical confrontation humanity has gone
through"

of earlier times in our sophisticated, high-
tech society. Yet the om.inous signs arc
there. "Every principle of the Papacy that

f in past ages e:osts today." Ibid.,
j71. The same political and religious
atlitudes and methods are as rcal as in the
darkest of ages. During the process of the
destabilization of the communist regime
in Poland, the American administration
and the papal representatives kept in close
touch. Pio Cardinal Laghi was quoted in
Tune as saying, "I lOld Vernon [Walters,
U.S. ambassador at-large], 'Listen to the
Holy Father. We have 2,000 years' ex-
perience at this.' (lime, 33). In other
words, "We will use the same methods as
in the past 2000 years to develop political
conditions favorable to Roman Catholi-
cism." This stance inherently means that
conditions will also exist very un-
favorable to those who dissent from her
policies and dogma. Now she presents a
"liberty agenda" because that sounds
good to American and European ears. Yet,
in the end, she will bring the greatest
tyranny this world has ever known. For
"her spirit is no less cruel and despotic
now than when she crushed out human
liberty and slew the saints of the Most
High," The Greal ComTOversy, 571

President Bush is listening with both
illS too, only from a political perspec-
tive in sympathy with Rome. Neither he,
nor the American administration, real-
izes that "it is part of her policy to

assume the character which will best
accomplish her purpose; but beneath the
variable appearance of the chameleon
she conceals the invariable venom of the
serpent." Ibid., 571. When he visited the
pope in November 1991, the President
remarked that he had a "major tour of
the horizon about all the trouble spots in
the world." The Georgio Bulletin,
November 14, 1991. Could one of the

(
"trouble spots" on the horizon have any-
Jting to do with freedom to believe and

'-- worship according to the conscience and
the Bible? Maybe, maybe not, at least in

relation to what Bush and the pope
discussed. Could the church be position-
ing itself for a religious takeover of the
world as well as for a political takeover?
Most certainly! In one of his most im-
portant encyclicals last May (1991),
Ccntissimus Annus, the pope called for
governments to "ensure the holiness of
Sunday as a day of worship, especially
in the industrialized societies." Southern
Tidings, January 1992

The Bible declares that the "man of
sin" will exalt "himself above aU that is
called God, or that is worshipped; so that
he as God sitteth in the temple of God,
shewing himself that he is God." 2 Thes-
salonians 2:4. If the Papacy manipulates
itself into the position to dictate 10 world
powers how they shall govern in relation
to its own doctrine and dogma, does this
policy not fulfill this prophecy? "In the
movements now in progress in the
United States to secure for the institu-
tions and usages of the church the sup-
port of the state, Protestants are follow-
ing in the steps of papists. Nay, more,
they are opening the door for the Papacy
to regain in Protestant America the su-
premacy which she has lost in the Old
World." The Great Controversy, 573

The enormous consequences of this
alliance are worthy of notice. The last
generation of mankind will surely face
the "greatest historical confrontation
humanity has gone through." Malachi

Martin, The Keys of This Blood, 16.
These words of John Paul II, while still
the bishop of Krakow, are especially
true, though he may have been referring
to the conflict between the Marxist
powers and the Papacy, or between
Washington and Moscow, or even be-
tween all three, he unwittingly prophe-
sied about a reality of the unseen world.
On another occasion he said, "We are
now facing the final confrontation be-
tween the church and the antichurCh, of
the Gospel ys. the anti-GospeL" U.s.
News alld World Report, October 30,

1978. The "final confrontation" is not
between human agencies of flesh and
blood, but between principalities and
powers as lived out in the lives of men.
Christ, the all-powerful Vietor, stands
firmly by his living faithful on earth
against the antichrist power and his vis-
ible church.

The prophecies of Revelation 13
"will be fulfilled when the United States
shall enforce Sunday observance, which
Rome claims as the special acknowl-
edgment or her supremacy." The Great
Controversy, 579. "God's Word has
given warning of the impending danger;
let this be unheeded, and the Protestant
world will learn what the purposes of
Rome really are, only when it is too late
to escape the snare. She is silently grow-
ing into power. Her doctrines are exert-
ing their innuence in legislative halls, in
the churches, and in the hearts of men!'
Ibid., 581. "All that she desires is van-
tage ground, and this is already being
given her. We shall soon see and shall
feel what the purpose or the Roman
element is. Whoever shall believe and
obey the Word of God will thereby incur
reproaCh and persecution." Ibid.

"The people of God are directed lO
the Scriptures as their safeguard against
the influence of faIse teachers and the
delusive power of spirits of darkness.
Satan employs every possible device to
prevent men from obtaining a knowl-
edge of the Bible; for its plain uUeranees
reveal his deceptions. At every revival of
God's work the prince of evil is aroused
to more intense activity; he is now put-
ting forth his utmost efforts for a final
struggle against Christ and His fol-
lowers. The last great delusion is soon to
open before us. Antichrist is to perform
his marvelous works in our sight. So
closely will the counterfeit resemble the
true that it will be impossible to distin-
guish between them except by the Holy
Scriptures." Ibid., 593. "None but those
who have fortified the mind with the
truths of the Bible will stand through the
last great connict." Ibid., 593-594. The
only hope to resist his power is to have a
vital connection with the living God for
discernment to understand the spiritual
issues of present truth buried beneath
worldly politics and maneuvers, and to
place ourselves on the side of liberty and
justice for all, even to stand with the
minority dissenters. The Bible demands
it. History requires it. And salvation in
the soul preserves it. 0
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The Church in Ages
AND to the woman were given two

wings of a great eagle that she
might fly into the wilderness, into her
place, where she is nourished for a time,
and times, and half a time, from the face
of the serpent.
"And the woman ned into the

wilderness, where she hath a place pre-
pared of God, that they should feed her
there a thousand two hundred and
tluecscore days." Revelation 12: 14,6

The Church in the Wilderness is the
connecting link between apostolic
Christianily and God's people tOday.

There were Christian people in every
country during this long period of his-
tory who possessed churches, colleges,
mission stations, and theological
schools; who followed closely and ad-
hered steadfastly to the beliefs and prac-
tices delivered by the apostles to the
saints; and who possessed and preserved
the original Scriptures given to the
church in the firsl century. These people
constitute the Church in the Wilderness.
This is a conception which is nol gener-
ally held. The title, Church in the
Wilderness, is taken from the Bible

prophecy of Revelation 12 describing
the woman who fled into the wilderness.
The woman is the church. See Clarke,
Commelltary, on Revelation 12; alsr
Jeremiah 3:14; Hosea 2:19; Ephesia""
5:23-32; Revelation 17. The title clearly
shows that it was not the popular or
predominant church. These faithful
believers held high the banner of truth,
and wilhstood the encroachments of
apostasy. Their fortunes varied, for at
times they possessed many churches,
famous schools, and distant mission sta-
tions, while in other ages they suffered
from poverty and dire persecution.

Some will ask, Should nOl we look to
the church which for ages has been the
favored of kings and nations to find the
true church instead of looking to a

f l ..... ' people who for centuries were
- never the dominant church, and-.,

who many times were obscure?
Lei the prophet John answer this ques-
tion: "The woman [church1ned into the
wilderness." Revelalion 12:6. In order to
recognize the true church, it is impera-
tive that we fix our eyes upon those
Christian bodies which have largely
been forgotten in the works of history.

Divine revelation teaches that the
light which was to sltine upon the last
generation of men would be a continu·:,
tion and enlargement of the light which
shone upon the Church in the Wilder-
ness throughout almost thirteen centu-
ries.

The Church in the Wilderness did
not arrive at the truth by opposition to
prevailing dogmas and heresies. lIS faith
was not faith newly received. The re-
ligious beliefs of ils members were an
inheritance from the days of the apos-
tles. To them men owe the preservation
of the Bible. Contrary to almost univer-
sal belief, the Church in the Wilderness
embraced the true missionary churches
during the long night of Ihe Dark Ages.
11 held aloft the torch of education while
the rest of the world about it was falling
into the darkness of ignorance and su-
perstition. Its territory was not circum-
scribed. On the conlrary, its inOuence
penetrated into all parts of the known
world.

The history of the Church in the
Wilderness is a stirring revelation of
consecrated, evangelical labor in conti-
nenl-wide leadership for the salvation
of the hopeless and benighted. 11 die
not, as its rivals did, claim
logic in doclrine; il did not attempt to
enforce its views by pOlitical cruelty. 11

Benjamin G. Wilkinson, Ph. D.
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The correct perspective of past history is as
necessary to effective leadership as the
appreciation of present values

rI
I

i
1

t
I

severed all territorial and family ties
which might have held it to the world
and to the rapacious churches of em-

( ·res, thus successfully preserving its
""riptural doctrines and its apostolic
organization.

Yet many have failed to note the true
centers of Christian activity in the past.
They realize altogether too little the
meaning of the momentous events
taking place today becausc they are ig-
norant of this historical background. The
correct perspective of past history is as
necessary to effective leadership as the
appreciation of present values. Many
have but slight knowledge of the mes-
sages of God for this generation, be-
cause they have been taught to gaze not
upon the underlying, but upon the super-
ficial, origins of the past. The past which
gave us democracy and religious liberty
is the history which should be known
and studied. We need the sacred Book to
point the way to the true history.

The Church in the Wilderness, sur-
rounded by savage tribes and battling
against barbaric darkness, has been
painted by its enemies without its victo-
ries. Driven often by opposition to moun-
tain retreats, it was saved from the cor-

f Ulpting influences of ecclesiastical and
"- litical power. In many parts of the

world, all the way from Ireland in the west
to China in the east, there were centers of
truth. The leaders in these centers were
united in their desire to remain in the faith,
and to perpetuate from generation to
generation the pure truths of the gospel
handed down from the days of the apos-
tles. Their records have been systemati-
cally destroyed. Gilly, Waldellsiall Re-
searches, 78. Remoteness and obscurity,
however, could not entirely conceal these
heroes, because the fires of their persecu-
tion have continued to light up the scenes
of their sacrificing labors.

The importance of this subject can
be seen by examining the extensive
work of the church during this 1260-
year period in Great Britain, France,
Italy, Syria, Assyria, Persia, India,
Turkestan, China, the Philippines, and
Japan. Many books could be written
upon it. Yet in all the thousands of
published volumes treating of the his-
tory during this period, how little is said
concerning this topic so prominent in
God's Book!

f The ungarbled history of the true
"", urch leads to the realization that God's
church of today is the successor of the
Church in the Wilderness. The true

church today unites the present to eter-
nity even as the Church in the \\lilder-
ness united the apostolic past to the
present.

It was a glorious hour when the
church came up out of the wilderness.
She had done her work well; she had
been faithful to her task. She emerged
from the wilderness condition to lay the
treasures of her hard-fought battles at
the feet of the church of the last period.
Luke 21 :24. The contest had been long.
It had not been a Thirty Years' War, or a
Hundred Years' War, but a 1260-year
struggle. It had been cruel for the
Church in the Wilderness. Though she
never had peace from bailie, she always
had peace in battle. The tOflure chamber,
galley chains, burning at the stake, hard
labor, and plebeian status had been
forced upon her. Yet, as victor, had she
not won liberty, enlightenment, and the
right to worship God according to the
dictates of conscience?

The tendency of modern writers is to
reflect upon the erroneous idea, assidu-
ously built up by the interested parties,
that the Papacy is the connecting link
between the church of the apostles and
the Christianity of the present time.
Even among Protestants and nonre-
ligious people there is much false rea-
soning. The following quotation will
exemplify th.is. Says a modern writer:
"Protestantism must never forget that its

faith was communicalcd through
Catholicism. The Roman Church re-
mains the only link during many centu-
rics belween the modern world and the
early Christian enthusiasts." Protestant
Digest, April-May, 1941,62

The truth of the Bible, however, is
that the Church in the Wilderness pro-
vided thc connecting link between thc
apostolic church and OUf time. To her,
we are indebted for the learning and the
treasures of truth preserved tluoughout
the Dark Ages. As to the transmission of
the pure text of the Holy Bible, credit

should not be given to the Papacy, which
has placed tradition above the Bible, but
to the faithful churches who adhered
through years of darkness and supersti-
tion to the original apostolic writings
and their uncorrupted translations.

For what purpose did Jesus permit
the Church in the Wilderness to suffer
during the 1260 years? Surely there is a
reason. Was it not to seal with the testi-
mony of martyr's blood the permanent
values in the Christian religion? Did not
these centuries of severe testing help to
substantiate what books constituted the
genuine collection of the Bible, and to
disclose the counterfeit writings? In ful-
filling its remarkable destiny as the
guardian of the treasures of truth, the
noble children of this church fought and
bled and marched, and turned and fought
and bled again during 1260 years.

It is in a very significant setting that
this mailer is presented. The twelfth
chapter of the Revelation reveals the
complete history of the true church
under three phases. Employing the well-
known figure of a woman to represent
His church, God sets forth three periods
of His church upon earth from the first to
the second coming of Christ. Depicting
the apostolic church, the woman wears
upon her head a crown of twelve stars. In
time of tribulation she !led into the
wilderness. The final portrayal in Rev-
elation 12 reveals the remnant church.

Stupendous and unprecedentcd are
the scenes through which the remnant
church must pass. The remnant church
will occupy a position such as was never
before occupied by God's people. Her
message will embrace all the messages of
the past and bring them to final consum-
mation. She will fix her eyes upon the
soon rcturn of Christ as the next event in
this stupendous program. Of her, anlid the
vast scenes of Christ's return, the Revela-
tor writes: "Here arc they that keep the
commandments of God, and the faith of
Jesus." Revelation 14:12. While those
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scroll when it is rolled together; and
every mountain and island were moved
out of their places." Revelation 6:19.",
From now on there will be no du.
moments among the children of men.
How solemn and how unprecedented arc
the scenes through which the last church
passes, preparing and pcrfecting a char-
acter which wiU be acceptable to the
Lord Jesus Christ when He returns!

"Secing then that all thesc things
shall be dissolved, what manner of per-
sons ought ye to be in all holy conversa-
tion and godliness, looking for and hast-
ing unto the coming of the day of God?"
2 Peter 3:11-12 0

EDITOR"S Non, This article has
been drawn from the book Truth Trium·
phalli, published in 1944 by the Pacific
Press Publishing Association. The matc-
rial presented here may be found on the
following pages: 9-13,19,13,379,380,
19, 20, 397-399. We wish it were
possible for us to bring to all our rcaders
the full scopc of Elder Wilkinson's
masterful research, but we must content
ourselves with a hearty recommendation
of his book. Nowhere else have we
found such a stirring and comprehensive
account of the worldwide works of lov"- )
and sacrifice wrought by God's trul _
followers in the Dark Agcs. Home-
schooling parents might well consider
this VOlume for use in history classes.
This valuable book may be ordered from

church will take away blindness from
those who are willing to see.

The most dreadful language ever
used in the Scripturcs is that which
foretells the visitation of the seven last
plagues, the last divine indignation, the
untempered wrath of God: "I saw
another sign in heaven, great and mar-

velous, seven angels having the seven
last plagues; for in them is filled up the
wrath ofGod." Revelation 15:1. That the
seven last plagues are leveled against the
beast and his image is plainly indicated.
The long pent-up indignation of Jehovah
in His wrath against hypocrisy finally
bursts forth. The Bible says that "the
kings of the eanh, and the great men and
the rich men, and the chief captains, and
the mighty men, and every bondman and
every freeman, hid themselves in the
dens and in the rocks of the mountains,"
asking the mountains and rocks to faU on
them and to hide them, "for the great day
of his wrath is come; and who shall be
able to stand?" Revelation 6:15-17

\Vhcn this is over, the Revelator
bcholds that "the heaven departed as a

who walk in the broadway are losing their
awareness of things etcrnal, God's final
church will be a1cn 10 things not seen. She
will endure, like Moses, by seeing Him
who is invisible. Shc wiU take time to
foUow after holiness. Thesc believers will
bchold the momentous events leading up
10, and constituting the batlle of Armaged-

don. Of the steps preparatory to this
catastrophe the Revelator says: "111e na-
tions were angry, and thy wrath is come,
and thc timc of the dcad, that thcy should
be judged, and that thou shouldest givc
reward unto thy servants the prophets, and
to the saints, and them that fear thy name,
smali and grcat; and shouldest destroy
them whkh destroy the carth,n Revelation
11 :18

Paganism is symbolized in the book of
Revelation by the great red dragon. The
war which paganism made upon the early
church was bitter; and the long, cruel
persecutions carried on by the beast, that
medieval union of church and state which
succeeded to the power of paganism in the
European nations, was still morc bitter.
But thc church of thc last days must
endure the wrath and persecutions of thc
image to the beast, which is the final
colossal union of the church and state, or
the healing of the dcadly wound of the
beast. Revelation 13. These terms are
used because God uses them. And so
offensive to the Etcmal is the stand of the
image to the beast, into whose vast apos-
tasy [jow all the deceptions of the dragon
and Ihe beast, that God proclaims 10
mankind in advance a special warning: "If
any man worship the beast and his image,
and receive his mark in his forehead, or in
his hand, the same shalJ drink of the wine
of the wrath of God, which is poured out
without mc,ture into the cup of his indig-
nation." "I looked, and behold a white
cloud, and upon the cloud one sat likc
unto the Son of man, having on his head a
golden crown, and in his hand a sharp
sickle." Revelation 14:9, 10, 14. This
message proclaimed by the remnant
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Order and Organization
( OUR God is a God of order. Every·

. thing connected with heaven is in
perfect order; subjection and thorough
discipline mark the movements of the
angelic host.

The Jewish Economy

During the days of Moses, the
government of Israel was characterized
by the most thorough organization,
wonderful alike for its completeness
and its simplicity. The order so strik-
ingly displayed in the perfection and
arrangement of all God's created works
was manifest in the Hebrew economy.
God was the center of authority and
government, the sovereign of Israel.
Moses stood as their visible leader, by
God's appointment, to administer the
laws in His name. From the elders of the
tribes a council of seventy was after-
ward chosen to assist Moses in the
general affairs of the nation. Next came
the priests, who consulted the Lord in
the sanctuary. Chiefs, or princes, ruled
over the tribes. Under these were "cap-
tains over thousands, and captains over
. ndrcds, and captains over fifties, and
plains over tcns"; and, lastly. officers

who might be employed for special
duties.

Reorganization at the Beginning of
Solomon's Reign

In planning for the administration of
the affairs of the kingdom, after David
abdicated in favor of Solomon, the aged
king and his son and their counselors
regarded it as essential that everything
be done with regularity, propriety, fidel-
ity, and dispalch. So far as possible, they
followed the system of organization
given Israel soon after the deliverance
from Egypt. The Levites were assigned
the work connected with the temple
service, including the ministry of song
and instrumental music, and the keeping
of the treasures.

The men capable of bearing arms
and of serving the king were divided into
twelve courses of twenty-four thousand
each. Over every course was a captain.
"The general of the king's army was
Joab." "The courses. came in and
went out month by month throughout all
the months of the year." Thus every
group of twenly-four thousand served
the king one month during each year.

David appointed Jonathan, his uncle,
as "'a counselor, a wise man, and a
scribe"; Ahithophcl also was "the king's
counselor And after Ahithophel was
Johoiada and Abiathar." Hushai was

Ellen G. White

"the king's friend." By his prudent ex-
ample, the aged king taught Solomon
that "in the multitude of counselors there
is saFety."

The thoroughness and completeness
of the organization perfected at the
beginning of Solomon's reign; the com-
prehensiveness of the plans for bringing
the largest number possible of all the
people into active service; the wide dis-
tribution of responsibility, so that the
service of God and of the king should
not be unduly burdensome to any in-
dividual or class-these are lessons
which all may study with profit, and
which the leaders of the Chrislian
church should understand and follow.

This picture of a great and mighty
nation living in simplicity and comfort
in rural homes, every person rendering
willing and unsalaried service to God
and the king for a portion of each year, is
one from which we may gather many
helpful suggestions.

Order in the Christian Church

There was order in the church when
Christ was upon the earth, and after His
departure, order was strictly observed
among His apostles. And now in these
last days, while God is bringing His
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God desires that His work shall be done with
system and exactness, in order that He may
place upon it the seal of His approval

children into the unity of the faith, there
is more real need of order than ever
beforc; for, as the Lord unitcs His
people, Satan and his evil angels are
very busy to undo this unity and to
destroy it.

It is Satan's studied cffort to lead
professed Christians just as far from
heaven's arrangement as he can; there-
fore he sometimes deceives even the
professed people of God, and makes
them believe that ordcr and diseiplinc
arc enemics to spirituality; that thc only
safety for thcm is to lct each pursue his
own course. But if we see no necessity
for harmonious action, and are dis-
orderly, undisciplined, and disorganized
in Our course of action, angelS, who are
thoroughly organized and move in per-
fect order, can not work for US success-
fully. They turn away in grief; for they
are not authorized to bless confusion,
distraction, and disorganization.

All who desire the eo-operation of
the heavenly messengers, must work in
unison with them. Those who have the
unction from on high, will in all their
efforts encourage order, discipline, and
unity of action, and then the angels of
God can co-operate with them. But
never, never will these heavenly mes-
sengers place their indorsement upon
irregularity, disorganization, and dis-
order. All such evils are the result of
Satan's studied effort to weaken our
forces, to destroy courage, and to pre-
vent successful action. God desires that
His work shall be done with system and
exactness, in order thai He may place
upon it the seal of His approval.

The Result of Organized Effort

It is nearly half a century since order
and organization were established
among us as a people. I was one of the
number who had an experience in labor-
ing for their establishment. I know of the
difficulties that had to be met, the evils
that organization was designed to cor-
rect, and I have watched its influence in
connection with the growth of the cause.
At an early stage in the work, God gave
uS special light upon this point; and this
light, together with the lessons that ex-
perience has taught us, should be care-
fully considered.

From the first our work was aggres-
sive. Our numbers were few, and mostly
from the poorer classes. Our views were
almost unknown to the world. We had no
houses of worship, but few publications,
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and very limited facilities for carrying
forward our work. The sheep were scat-
tered in the highways and byways, in
cities, in towns, in forests. The com-
mandments of God and the faith of Jesus
was our message.

"Ye see your calling, brethren, how
that not many wise men after the nesh,
not many mighty, not many noble, are
called: but God hath chosen the foolish
things of the world to confound the wise;
and God hath chosen the weak things of
the world to confound the things which
are mighty; and base things ofthe world,
and things which are despised, hath God
chosen, yea, and things which are not, to
bring to naught things that are: that no
nesh shall glory in his presence. But of
him are ye in Christ Jesus, who ofGod is
made unto us wisdom, and righteous-
ness, and sanctification, and redemption:
that, according as it is written, He that
glorieth, let him glory in the Lord."
1 Corinthians 1:26-31

Our numbers gradually increased.
The seed that was sown was watered of
God, and He gave the increase. At first
we assembled for worship, and pre-
sented the truth to those who would
come to hear, in private houses, in large
kitchens, in baros, in groves, and in
schoolhouses; but it was not long beforc
we were able to build humble houses of
worship. As our numbers increased, it
was evident that without some form of

organization, there would be great con-
fusion, and the work could not be carried
forward successfully. To provide for the
support of the ministry, for carrying the
work in new fields, for protecting both
the churches and the ministry from un-
worthy members, for holding church
property, for the publication of the truth
through the press, and for many other
objects, organization was indispensable.

Vet the fceling against organization
was very strong among our people. The
Adventists generally, who had with-
drawn from the churches of the various

denominations under the call of the sec-
ond angel's message to come out of
Babylon, opposed organization, and_
many Seventh-day Adventists were fem
ful that church organization would bring
us under condemnation. We sought the
Lord with earnest prayer that we might
understand His will, and light was given
to us by His Spirit, that there must be
order and thorough discipline in the
church-that organization was essential.
System and order are manifest in all the
works of God throughout the universe.
Order is the law of heaven, and it should
be the law among God's people on the
earth.

We had a hard struggle in estab-
lishing organization. Notwithstanding
that the Lord gave Testimony after Testi-
mony upon this point, the opposition
was strong, and it had to be met again
and again. But we knew that the Lord
God of Israel was leading us, and guid-
ing us by His providence. We engaged in
the work of organization, and marked
prosperity attended this advance move-
ment.

As the development of the work
called us to engage in new enterprises,
we were prepared to enter upon them.
The Lord directed our minds to the ')
importance of educational work. We sa" _
the need of schools, that our children
might receive instruction free from the
errors of false philosophy, that their

training might be in harmony with the
principles of the Word of God. The need
of a health institution had been urged
upon us, both for the help and instruc-
tion of our own people and as a means of
blessing and enlightenment to others.
This enterprise also was carried forward.
All this was missionary work of the
highest order. Our work was not sus-
tained by large gifts and legacies; for we
have few wealthy men among us.

Our work has steadily advance",.).
What is the secret of our prosperity?-
We have moved under the orders of the



We have nothing to fear for the future, except
as we shall forget the way the Lord has led us,
and His teaching in our past history

Spalding andMagan's
Unpublished Testimonies
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Captain of our salvation. God has
blessed our united efforts. The truth has
spread and Oourished. Institutions have

I - aultiplied. The mustard seed has grown
LO a great trec. The system of organiza·
tion has proved a grand success. System-
atic benevolence was entered into ac-
cording to the Bible plan. The body has
been "compacted by that which every
joint supplicth." As we have advanced,

our system of organization has still
proved effectual.

In some parts of the work, it is true,
the machinery has been made too com-
plicated; especially has this been the
case in former years in the tract and
missionary work; the multiplication of
JUles and regulations made it needlessly
urdensome. An effort has been made to
simplify the work, so as to avoid all
needless labor and perplexity.
The business of OUT conference ses-

sion has sometimes been burdened with

THIS book is a union of the private
collections of five men who were

prominent leaders and pioneers in the
Seventh-day Adventist Church and who
received numerous personal and general
testimonies from the Lord through EBen
G. White regarding many areas of labor.

In this 500-page volume, you will en-
counter a wealth of the Lord's counsels on
a broad range or subjects. Stirring, straight
messages are presented regarding educa-
fion, finance, church government, the
home, health, prophecy, and other topics.
These messages contain what is probably
the largest collection of guidance as to how

propositions and resolutions that were
not at all essential, and that would never
have been presented if the sons and
daughters of God had been walking
carefully and prayerfully before Him.
The fewer rules and regulatiort5 that we
can have, the bettcr will be the effect in
the end. When they are made, let them
be carefuUy considered, and, if wise, let
it be seen that they mean something, and

arc not to become a dead letter. Do nOl,
however, encumber any branch of the
work with unnecessary, burdensome re-
strictions and inventions of men. In this
period of the world's history, with the
vast work that is before us, we need to
observe the greatest simplicity, and the
work will be stronger for its simplicity.

Let none entertain the thought, how-
ever, that we can dispense with organi-
zation. It has cost uS much study, and
many prayers for wisdom that we know
God has answered, to erect this struc-

the Lord wants us as individuals and as a
church to relate to theselr-supportingwork.

This is actually the first time this
Spirit of Prophecy coBection has been
typeset in an unabridged, easy-to-read
edition. Previous editions have been
photocopies of typewritten manuscripts.
This convenient-sized volume (5i x 8i) is
currently available in a high-quality
papcrback binding.

You may order the Spa/dillg alld Magall
Collection from Hope International for a
suggested donation of $10 piLLS 15% for
postage and handling.

ture. It has becn built up by His direc-
tion, through much sacrifice and can·
Oict. Let none of our brethren be so
deceived as to attempt to tear it down,
for you wiU thus bring in a condition of
things that you do not dream of. /11 'he
name of the Lord, Jdeclare to you that it
is to stand, strengthened, established,
alld settled. At God's command, "Go
forward," we advanced when the diffi-
culties to be surmounted made the ad-
vance seem impossible. We know how
much it has cost to work out God's plans
in the past, which has made us as a
people what we are. Then let everyone
be exceedingly careful not to unsettle
minds in regard to those things that God
has ordained for our prosperity and
success in advancing His cause.

The work is soon to close. The mem·
bers of the church militant who have
proved faithful will become the church
triumphant. In reviewing our past his-
tory, having traveled over every step of
advance to our prescnt standing, I can
say, Praise God! As I see what God has
wrought, I am filled with astonishment
and with confidence in Christ as Leader.
We have nothing to fear for the future,
except as we shall forget the way the
Lord has led us, and His teaching in our
past history. 0

Review alld Herald, vol. 5, 175-176
(October 12, 19(5)
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Christ. They placed human creeds and
authority before a "Thus saith the Lord."
TIley showed their disdain for present
truth by disfellowshipping those who
held to the eternal importance of the date
October 22, 1844. In the years following
the Great Disappointment those who
kept pace with present truth were reluc-
tant to enter into any new organization
for fear that it also would place human
wisdom and authority between the
believer and their leader Christ.

J. N. Loughborough describes thc
lack of organization and its resuhs
among Adventists around 1850. "As a
body they were opposed to any form of
church organization. No church records
were kept, not even a list of members. If
a person was sincere in his faith, and was
baptized, his name was considered en-
rolled in the "Lamb's book of lifc"; it
being held that that "was record enough."
... No mention was made of needing
church officers, and no ordination of an"
kind took place, except that of or-..-1.
preacher, who, in 1851, urged that ac-
cording to the New Testamenl plan,

worldwide church of Christ. Differences
o( doctrine and practice were set lied by
councils made up of representatives
choscn by the organized ministry and by
the local churches. Such a council, in-
cluding representatives of Christ's
worldwide followers, acting in harmony
with His revealed will, was His highest
voice of authority on earth. This system
of organization and authority in the
apostolic church, under the blessing of
the Holy Spirit, carried the gospel to the
then-known world in one generation.

When the fulJness of time prophe-
sied in Daniel 8:14 was completed and
the once thriving Mi.llerite movement
was reduced to a little nock of fewer
than one hundred souls (see A 10
the Liftle Flock, foreword) Christ again
raised up a movement to function with
the same system of gospel order and
authority, and with the same opportunity
of carrying the gospel to the whole
world in one generation, as did His
church of the first century. The organ-
ized churches rejected the Millerite mes-
sage of the impending second coming of========

I n our previous article we have seen
how Christ formed the early Christian

church into a visible, organized society
of believers with varying talents and
positions of responsibility and authority.
Just as there are commanding angels in
heaven with the responsibility of com-
municating God's will to the heavenly
(orces, just so Christ has established
levels o( order and authority (or the
promulgation of His will upon earth.

In our previous study we learned Ihal
there were two ways of being placed in
positions o( leadership in the Christian
church. Local elders and deacons were
chosen by their church members, then
ordained to their position by the or-
dained ministers. Christ first called and
ordained the ministers. Through their
faithful service to Christ in word and
practice new ministers were to be per-
ceived and chosen as faithful mcn by the
ordaincd ministry. They were then to be
formally ordained by the visible church,
thus authorizing them to baptize and to
raise up churches in the name and the
fellowship of the visible, organizcd,
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The Lord has shown that gospel order has been
too much feared and neglected. Formality
should be shunned; but, in so doing, order
should not be neglected

f

those going forth to preach and baptize
should be ordaincd. To some of the
leading ministers he mentioned and
urged his own ordination. TIley reluc-
tantly consented to it: but instead of its
being a solemn and impressive cerc-
mony bcfore thc body of believcrs, the
minister waited until the congregation
had left, when one of the ministers
offered a dry. formal prayer. There was
no laying on of hands. and no charge
was given.
"Neither had that people any system

of raising money for the support of their
work. If anyone felt disposed 10 give to
the ministry, he gave to the minister
direct. If special fancy was taken to a
particular minister. he recdved many
gifts. Another might be just as efficient,
perhaps more consecrated. but if retiring
in his manner and diffident about pleading
his own needs, he might be left to largely
support himself by manual labor." The
Church, Its Organization, Order andDis-
ciplille by IN. Loughborough, 89-90
The doctrinal confusion existing

among early Adventists is described by
Ellen White in her discussion of meetings
held in Volney, New York, in August 1848.
"Our first conference was at Volney in Bro.
Arnold's barn. TI,ere were about thirty-five
prcsent, all that could be collected in that
part of the State. TI,ere were hardly two
agreed. Each was strenUOll') [or his vicwsl
declaring that they were according to the
Bible. AU were anxious for an opportunity
to advance their sentiments, or to preach to
us. TIley were told that we had not come so
great a distance to hear them, but had come
to teach them the truth. Bro. Arnold held
that the 1,000 years of Revelation 20 were
in the past; and Ihat the 144,000 were those
raised at Christ's resurrection. And as we
had the emblem of our dying Lord before
us, and was about to commemorate His
sufferings, Bro. A. arose and said he had no
faith in what we were about to do; that the
sacrament was a continuation of the Pass-
over, to be observed but once a year."
Spirirual Gitrs, vol. 2, 97-98

Christ revealed to Ellen White in a
vision the solution to the confusion
among His followers. "I saw that this door
at which the enemy comes in to perplex
and trouble the nock can be shut. 1 in-
quired of the angel how it could be closed.
He said, 'The church must nee to God's
Word and become established upon
gospel order, which has been overlooked

' and neglected.' This is indispensably nec-
essary in order to bring the church into the
unity of the faith." Early Writings, 100

TIle ilnp0l1rulce of gospel order was
expressed in the following words: "The
Lord has shown Ihat gospel order has been
too much fcared and neglected. Fonmalil)'
should be shulmcd; but, in so doing, order
should not be neglected. TIlcrc is order in
heaven. TIlcrc was order in the church
when Christ wa, upon the earth, and afler
His dcparture order was strictly observed
among His apostles. And now in these last
days, while God is bringing His children
into the unil)' of the failh. there is more real
need of order than ever before; for, as God
unites His children, Satan and his evil
angels arc very busy to prevent this unit)'
and 10 destroy il." Ibid., 97

The full acceptance ofgospel order by
the early Adventist believers was s1O\\I.
During (l general conference at Battle
Creek. Michigan. held from Septembcr
28 through October 1, 1860, it was voted
to legally organize Ihe publishing work in
order 10 be ablc to legally hold church
property. A name was required, and the
name Seventh-day Adventist was chosen.
On May 3, 1861, the Seventh-day Ad-
ventist Publishing Association was organ-
ized. Sec Arthur L. Wh.ile, Ellell C. White:
Tlte Early Years, 421-422; l N. Lough-
borough, op. eil. 112-113

It was also in 1860 that in the states
where the message was established yearly
slate-wide conferences were held "for

counsel and to plan for the work of the
ministry." Loughberough, op. cit., 116.
The first state to be legally organized as a
conference was Michigan on October 6,
1861. lis officers consisled of a chairman,
asecretary and ao executive committee of
three. Ibid., 124. In September of 1862 the
Michigan Conference held its first annual
session in which seventeen organized
churches were voted to be laken into the
conference. Ibid., p. 134. On May 20,
1863, a General Conference was held,
which for the first time had delegates who
bOTe credentials from their respective
states. Six states were thus represented.
On May 21, a general conference

tution and also a state conference consti-
tution wcrc adopted. 111Cse constitutions
defined the numerical basis for delegate
representation in the conferences and in
the General Conference. Ibid.. 135

During the years following 1863 addi-
tional associations weTe fonned to foster
special lines of work. The International
Sabbath School Association, the Inter-
national Tract Society. the National Re-
ligious Liberty Association, the Foreign
Mission Board and the International Medi-
cal Missionary and Benevolent Association
were all fonmed, not as departments of the
General Conference. but as separate legal
entities with separate financial systems. As
the work continued to expand there was
resultant confusion. Workers were sent to
the world fields by the last two of the
above-named a<;saeiations, a, weU as by
the General Conference. See Arthur L.
White. Ellen G. White: The Early
Elmshaven Years, 71, 73

By 1901 the membership had grown
from 3,500 in 186] (Arthur L. White, E/lell
C. While: The Early Years, 485) to 75,000
(Arthur L. White, Ellen C. While: The
EarlyElmshaven Years, 70). Over the years
the General Conference Executive Com-
millee had grown to thirteen members.
Only four orthis group, howcver, resided in
Bailie Creck, and general meetings of
the entire group were unCOmmon. TI,e four

resident members, alongwith the secretary
and the treasurer of the Gcneral Confer-
encc, functioned as an unofficial officer
group for the day-lo-day operation of the
world organization. In 1889, the thiny-
three conferences and missions in the
Uniled States had been divided into six
districts. The Conference and Ihe General
Conference constitutions were not
changed, however, to give the leaders any
organizational or administrative authority.
They were only advisers. See ibid., 70-72.
Thus the administrative authority resided in
relatively small autonomous groups ofmen
with poor representation from the world

conditions too of1cn resulted in
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Ifmen will walk humbly before God, and
remain willing to be instructed by the
Testimonies of His Spirit, they will never find
anything wrong in the old system of
organization

confusion. and inefficiency. They favored
the formation of kingly power and pro-
vided inadeqlk'lIc accountability to the
leadership of Christ by way of the Bible and
the Spirit of Prophecy. (fItis IOpic will be
discussed more in depth in future anieles).

The af1cmoon before the General Con-
ference session of 1901, EUen G. Wlute
met in special session with the principal
Adventist leaders in the library of Battlc
Creek CoUege. There she laid baremany of
the problems of church organization and
leadersltip and gave the call to areorganiza-
tion. ':The work has been increasing; it has
been growing.... Never should the mind
of one man or the minds of a few men be
regarded as sufficient in wisdom and power
to control the work and say what plans shall
be foUowed. The burden of the work in this
broad field should not rest upon two or
three men. ... Over and over again mcn
have Sc:1id, 'The voice of the conference is
the voice ofGod; thcrcforecverything must
be referred 10 the conference. The confer-
ence must pernul or restrict in the various
lines of work.' As the matter has been
presented to mc, there is a narrow compass,
and within this narrow compass, au the
entrances to which are locked, are those
who would like to exercise kingly power.
But the work carried on au over the field
demands an entirely dillerent course of
action.... The management of the regular
lines must be entirely changed, newly or-
ganized. There must be a committee, not
composed of half a dozen men, but of
representatives from au lines of our work,
from our publishing houses, from our edu-
cational institutions, and from our sanitar-
ium, which have life in them, which are
constantly working, constantly broaden-
ing." The Ellell G. White 1888Materiols,
1727-1728

In response to this call by the servant
of the Lord the General Conference on the
first day of session appointed a special
committee on counsel to recommend or-
gartizational changes. This group brought
back several recommendations. One rec·
onunendation was for the six districts in
the U,uted States to be formed into six
Union Conferences with fuU authority to
adntinister the majority of issues dealing
with their territory. Another major change
was to transform the independent associa-
tions mentioned above into departments
of the General Conference. 11lis plan
eliminated much of the duplication of
services and of staff positions.

The General Conference Executive
Committee was increased from thirteen to
twenty-five members, giving a broader
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representation. This committee was to eleet
its own leaders, which were to consist of
chairmanl secretary, trca<;tlfCT, and auditor.
TIle chaimlan of the Executive Committee
would be the highest officer in the organi-
zation of the Seventh-day Adventist
Church, for no provision had been made in
the ncw constitution for a General Confer·
Cnee president. Ever since 1863 a General
Conference president had been elected by
the conference in session. 'This Change
made the General Conference different
from au of the local conferences and Union
Conferences which au had a president as
their highest official. A. G. Daniels, most
recently- the president of the Australian
work, was voted by the Executive Com-
mittee to be its chairman. See General

COllference Bullerin, 1901, 378-379, 385,
443-444, 499; Arthur L White, Ellen G.
'WJllre: The EarlyElmshavell Years, 84-94

At the 1903 General Conference the
committee on plans and constitution sub-
ntitted a proposed change to the constitu-
tion making the leading officer of the
General Conference to be a president to
be elected by the delegates rather than a
chairman elected by the Exeeutive Com-
ntittee. 11lis recommendation sparked a
minority report by three members of the
committee on plans and constitution, who
recommended that the highest officer re-
main with the title of Chairman of the
Executive Committee. These dual recom-
mendations triggered a prolonged debate
on the convention Ooor. See General
Conference Bulletin, 1903, 145-173

The real issue was probably best
summed up in the foUowing words by G. I.
Butler: "The difficulty in aU these things, I
believe, is in regard to the principles being
put in practice by the men that are placed in
office. If they arc the servants of God, if
their hearts are fuUy subntitted to Hinl, if
they have enough of that beautiful and
important grace of humility, which is the
foundation of every grace, and have the
fear of God before, if they have sufficient
respect for the Testimonies of the Spirit of

God not only to believe those that seem to
favor their views, bUI to believe those that
do not meet their vjcws, or do not quite sec
into thcm, and will work and cowlscl wi(
our brethrcn, and follow oul Ihe principles
that arc taught in the TestimOnies, I Cc'UUlot
see a particle ofdanger in our old system of
organization. But if they do not do that. if
they begin to think that they do not need to
follow the directions of the Testlmonies of
the Spirit of God, if they begin to lead off
on other principles, then, perhaps, some of
the Papacy will come intO that thing.... If
men will walk humbly before God. and
remain willing to be instruded by the
Testimonies of His Spirit, they will never
find anytlting wrong in the old system of
organi7...ation brought out under the ex-press

inDuence of the Spirit of God. But if the) _
will not live up to the light that God gives
them, if they will go right contrary to this
light, and foUow their own erring judg-
ment, I believe there will be trouble under
any system of organization." General Con-
ferellce Bulletin, 1903, 163

There were amendments made to the
constitution, but the majority proposal of
the highest officer having the title of
president remained and the amended con-
stitution was adopted by a vote of eighty-
five to twenty. General Conference Bul-
letin, 1903, 173. This controverted issue
has remained controversial to this time.
For those who believe that the General
Conference should not have apresident, it
would be well to study the references
cited to clarify the issue for themselves.

Although present at both of the General
Conference sessions of 1901 and 1903,
EUen White was amazingly silent on this
issue ofa president for the General Confer-
ence. At both sessions a statement of hers
made in 18%was referred to as though she
was against the president position. "It is not
wise to choose one man as president of the
General Conference." leiter 24, 18%
However, a fuller context reveals the op ...
posite. "It is not wise to choose one man as
president of the General Conference. The



1
J,

work of the General Conference has ex-
tended, and some lhjngs have been made

... unnecessarily complicated. A want of dis-
cernment has been shown. There should be
a division of thc field, or some other plan
should be devised to changc the present
order of things.... The presidem of the
General Conference should have the privi-
lege of decidi.ngwho shall stand by his side
as counselors." Testimonies [0 Ministers,
342. It is prescntly believed that the posi-
tions ofGeneral Conference vice-president
and the dividmg up of the world field mto
Divisions and Union Confcrences fulfill
this counsel fTOm the Lord.

The servant of the Lord confirms
further that the position of General Con-
ference presidem versus chairman of the
General Conference Executive Com-
mittce is not the issue with the foUowing
words. "We had a hard strugglc in estab-
lishing organization. Notwithstanding
that the Lord gave testimony afler testi-
mony upon this point, the opposition was
slrong, aod it had to be met again and
again. But we knew that the Lord God of
Israel was leading us, and guidmg by His

providence. Vt/c engaged in the work of
organization, and marked prosperity at-
tended this advance movement. As the
development of the work called upon us
to engage in new enterprises, we were
prepared to entcr upon them....

"God has blessed our united efforts.
The truth has spread and flourished.
Institutions have multiplied. The
mustard seed has grown to a great uee.
The system of organization has proved a
grand success. ...

"Let none entertain the thought,
however, that we can djspense with Or-
ganization. It has cost us much study and
many prayers for wisdom that we know
God has answered, to erect this struc·
turc. It has been built up by His direc-
tiOIl, through much sacrifice and con-
Oic\. Let none of our brethren be so
deceived as to attempt to tear it down,
for you will thus bring in a condition of
things that you do not dream of. In the
name of the Lord I declare to you that it
is to stand, strengthened, established,
and settled." ."1al1uscript Releases, vol.
1,157-158

These paragraplts written in 1892 re-
veal their real significance by spanning
the events of the 1901-1903 controvcrsy.
We encounter them newly written into a
larger article for theReview andHera/dof
October 12, 1905. See this issue of Our
Firm FoundatioJ1, pages 11-13. lllUS the
system at' church organjzation has proved
a "grand success."

At least one of those-A. T. Jones-
who promoted the minority report at the
1903 General Conference session was
involved in the work of the Battle Crcek
Sanitarium and became involved with
Dr. John Harvey Kellogg in the separa-
tion of the Sanitarium and even eventu-
ally themselves from the Seventh-day
Adventist organization. Our under·
standing of the issues regarding church
organization and authority can have
widespreading and long-lasting con-
sequences. In future articles we will
explore the purposes of organization and
authority in God's remnant church. This
topic will bring us face to face with the
real issues of 1901-1903 and even those
of our day. 0

I )

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 0,,-, '1"- '104,.,(,4U...
1'.0, 1;•• 'i40
84t.""tlU. 1(;4 9i3Zi

My wife and 1 just received some
materials in the mail that we had ordered
from you and we have certainly been
blessed by what we have read so far. It is
so refreshilng to hear our historic Ad-
ventist message presented so plainly and
simply. We know that the Lord is cer-
tainly behind it. Thank you so much for
making this material available and we
are certainly looking forward to study-
ing and reading more as we go along.

There is no doubt in our minds that
Jesus' coming is very, very soon and that
there are so many people that need to hear
this message. There are many even in our
ownAdventist Church who are asleep. Will
you please pray with us that the Lord will
givc US the courage to speak out in defense
of our he5toric Adventist faith? We know
,that we will meet with opposition, but
Christ told US that that would happen to aU
those who would stand for truth.
-RH, Illinois

A.5 a token of appreciation for your
journal, which I have read for several
years, and for the work you are doing, I
enclose my check in the amount of
$100.00 to be used in the mailing cost of
Our Firm Foundation to those who have
not been receiving the magazine.
-CB, Tennessee

We praise the Lord for the donations
thar are coming in to help send approJ.i-
marely 8,000 copies of Our Firm Foun-
dation each mOIllJr to Seventh-day Ad·
vellliSlS who have not yet received it.
Please continue your support.-EOI-
TORS

I have been a reader of your paper
for about a year. J appreciate the various
articles of the writers, especially their
usc of the Spirit ofProphecy. So many of
our ministers do not quote the messages
of the Lord. I am a retired, active minis-

ter but I find so many in our churches do
not want to hear the good old-fashioned
message. I am referred to as an old
tradional preacher by some, and I guess I
will always be one.

The one big question I have today is
why do our ministers and leaders need to
go to worldly colleges to get a Masters
in religion? Just recently a young minis-
ter from Romania spoke in our church
and told us he is going to college here in
NashviUc to get his degree in theology. I
say wake up, Adventists, Satan has you
in his clutches.

I may sound like a critic or fanatic,
but 1 am not; I am concerned. Since I
rctired 13 years ago J have seen a de-
cided change in our churches. Of course
I know these arc the last days, and we
have been told by the Lord it would
happen. Nevertheless we need to cry
out, sound an alarm before it is 100 late!
-Pastor
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Two Gospels Within the Church
BUT sanctify the Lord God in your

hearts: and be ready always to give
an answer to every man that asketh you
a reason of the hope that is in you with
meekness and fear." 1 Peter 3:15

Dear brothers and sisters, Jesus is
coming very soon. Prophecy is rapidly
fulfilling. Daniel 11 i almost com-
pletely fulfilled. The king of the north
(the Papacy) is coming more and more
into a dominant position within the
world. Soviet communism (atheism) has
fallen. Chinese communism will fall
soon. Satan is moving about like a roar-
ing lion seeking whom he may devour.
We are his targets. Jesus has won the
war, but Satan seeks for more casualties.
Where do you stand today? Can you
give a reason from the Bible why you
believe as you do?

There are two gospels within the
Seventh-day Adventist Church tOday.
One says that you will continue to sin
until Jesus comes. The other says you
can overcome all sin through His power.

]8 Our Firm Foundation Vol. 7, No. 10

One says that Jesus is our Substitute but
not our Example. The other says Jesus is
both OUT Substilute and our Example.
One says perfection is impossible. n,e
other says Bible perfection (living up to
all the light you have) is a must. Do you
understand why there are these differ-
ences? \Vhich way do you believe? Do
you know why? Can you support your
position biblically and lovingly?

We must be spending more time with
our precious Saviour in prayer and Bible
study (including the Spirit of Prophecy)
on a daily basis. Those with the wrong
gospel will be lost. We must be praying
for them persistently. We must be able to
show them in a gentle and respectful
way where and why they are wrong.

The underlying basic differences re·
suit from two different understandings
of what sin is. The evangelical world in
general and some Seventh-day Advent-
ists believe in what is termed by some as
"original sin." In other words, sin is part
of our nature; we are guilty by birth

Clark Floyd

rather than by choice. There is guilt in
our evil desires, even when resisted by
the will.

Under this view, Jesus cannOI have
the same nature as we havc, for He
would be guilty by birth. If He were like
us, He would be born with a sinning
nature, already a sinner. We cannot over-
come, for sin is part of our nature, and
we wiU retain our nature until Jesus
comes. We cannot become perfect be-
cause it is impossible to follow all the
light we have with a sinning nature. The
sanctuary, the investigativc judgment,
the three angels' messages become in-
significant. Evcrything is completed at
the cross, for justification, or covering
of our sinning nature, is all Ihal counts.
Sanctification becomes a gro\.... th pro-
cess that never leads to total overcom-
ing. If we follow this view, we will be
lost.

The historic Seventh-day Adventist .;
view is lhat sin is a choice. We do not
have to sin. Sin is not the way man is,



Once there is a correct understanding of the
nature of sin, then it is possible for Jesus to have
been born with the same nature with which each
of us is bom-a sinful human nature

but the way man chooses. The mind
St consent to ternpt3tlOn before It

mu f . f Ibecomes guilty. Because 0: our sm u
man nature, there is a benI toward sin,
ut this bent can be sUCCesSfll11y resisted
by the reborn Christian through the
power of Jesus working in and tJuough
ti,e life.

Under this view Jesus could be: and
in fact was, born with the same sinful
flesh that we have. He never sinned,
because He made right choices through
the powcr of the Holy Spirit working in
and through Him. He was like Adam
aftcr the Fall. Since He was born with
the same sinful (not sinning) Oesh that
we have, He is our Example. and we,
too, can overcome through His power
working in us. v...'c arc not guilty by birth.
This view is based on both the Bible and
the Spirit of Prophecy.

Let us examine the Scriptures for a
"Thus saith thc Lord." 1 John 3:4 gives
us the definition of sin: "Sin is the
transgression of the law." Ellen White
consistenlly says that this is the only
definition of sin. Sin thus becomes an
action rather than a part of Our nature.
Then in James 4:17 the Bible says,
"Therefore to him that knoweth to do

•

OOd, and doeth it not, to him it is sin."
in comes by knowledge which brings
choice, and is not by nature.

In Romans 7:7-9, Paul says,
"What shall we say then? Is the law
sin? God forbid. Nay, I had not
known sin, but by the law: for I had
not known lust, except the law had
said, Thou shalt nOl covet. But sin,
taking occasion by the command-
ment, wrought in me all manner of
concupiscence. For without the law
sin was dead. For I was alive without
the law once: but when the com-
mandment came, sin revived, and I
died."

The law has always existed [rom
cternity to eternity. Bnt guilt is not ac-
connted to those who ignorantly trans-
gress it. Once they know about the law,
they are responsible for what the law
contains. Knowledge is the key. In Ro-
mans 7, quoted above, guilt did not
come knOWledge of the law came.
Gutll IS not inherited; it is based on
knowledge. But willfnl ignorance is no
excuse.

The same understanding is found in.OM 15:22, 24: "If I had not come and
tOken unto them, they had not had sin:
utnow they have no cloke for their sin.
... If I had not done among them the

works wh.ich nonc other man did, thcy
had not had sin: but nOw have they bOlh
seen and hated both mc and my Father."
Knowledge is again the key. Many other
scriptures could be used to demonstrate
this point. For cxample sec also Mat-
thew 11:20-24; John 9:41

In Ezekiel 18:2-4, the prophet says,
"\Vllat mean ye, that ye use this proverb
concerning the land of Israel, saying,
TI,e fathers have eaten sour grapes, and
the children's teeth are set on edge?"
Apparently the people were trying 10
indicate by this proverb that the children
would suffer the consequences of the
parents' sin-that they had inherent
guilt. But notice in the ne>..1 verses the
Lord rebukes them for this under-
standing.

"As I live, aith the Lord God, ye
shall not have occasion any more to use
this proverb in Israel. Behold, all souls
are mine; as the soul of the father, so also
the soul of the son is mine: the soul that
sinneth, it shall die."

And then in verse 20, the decisive
point is given: soul that sinncth, it
shall die. The son shall nOI bear the
iniquity of the father, neithcr shall the
[ather bear thc iniquity of the son."

Ellen White in Testimonies, vol. 1,
116 stales: "If light come, and that
light is set aside or rejected, then
comes condemnation and the frown of

God; but before the light comes, there
is no sin, for there is no light for them
to reject."

She points out in Counsels on
Health, 81, that a tobacco user who uses
it in ignorance is not guilty, although he
will suffer the consequences of the
tobacco he uses. BUI once he under-
stands tlte light on tobacco use, he be-
comes guilty for using it.
"None will be condemned for not

heeding light and knowledge that they
never had." The Seventh-day Advent-
ist Bible Commentary, vol. 5, 1145.
"ll is inevitable that children should

suffer from the consequences of
parental wrongdoing, but they are not
punished for tlte parents' guilt, except
as they panicipate in their sins . .. . By
inheritance and example the sons be-
come partakers of the sin.
\Vrong tendencies, perverted ap-
petites. and debased morals, as well as
physical disease and degeneracy, arc
transmilled as a leoacv from father to

=> -son, to the third and fonrth genera-
tion." Patriarchs and Prophets, 306

Sin that results in guilt is by choice
and requires knowledge. .

Once there is acorrect unders1andmg
of the nature of sin. then it is possible for
Jesus to have been born with the same
nature with which each of us is bOrn-a
sinful human nature. We are not auto-
matically guilty because of our birth. We
are guilty by choice. From the dawn of
reason, Jesus made right choices through
the power of the Holy Spirit. Jesus never
sinned, and He is our Example. We can
gain courage by knowing that JesUS, by
complete submission to the Holy Spirit,
never gave in to temptation.

Scripture rcadily supports the fact
that Jesus was born with our sLnful
human Oesh-Iikc Adam after the Fall.
In Philippians 2:7, Paul, referring to
Jesus, says that He "was made in the
likcness of men." Paul then uses the
same Greek word for likeness in Ro-

mans 8:3. "God sending his own Son in
the likeness of sinful Oesh. and for sin,
condemned sin in the Oesh."

In Hebrews, Paul again asserts
Christ'S relationship, not to AdaITl before
the Fall, but to Abraham, aman with the
same sinful flesh as you and 1. "For
verily he took not on him the nature of
angels; but he took on him the seed of
Abraham. Wherefore in all t!Ungs 11
behoved him to be made like onto his
brethren that he might be a merd:U and
faithful high priest in things pe
to God to make reeonciliatloO ;, . (:; ' u::.eI fsins of the people. For In that b
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The Bible so clearly indjcates that man can be a
complete overcomer through the power of Jesus
Christ working in the life that it often amazes me
that we have sincere Seventh-day Adventists who
teach and believe otherwise

hath suffered being tempted, he is able to
succour them that are tempted." He-
brews 2:16-18. See also Hebrews 4:15

In 1 John 4:2-3, John has an interest-
ing statement: "Every spirit that confes-
seth that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh
is of God: And every spirit that eorues-
seth not that Jesus Christ is come in the
nesh is not or God: and this is that spirit
of antichrist, whereof ye have heard that

it should come; and even now already is
it in the world." Anyone who seeks to
tell us that Jesus Christ has a different
nature from ours, leading us into the
delusion that we cannot overcome
through Christ's power, is not being led
by the Spirit of God. Je us is our Ex-
ample.

"He assumed human nature, with
its infirmities, its liabilities, its temp-
tations.... He exercised in His own
behalf no power which man cannot
exercise. As man He met temptation,
and overcame in the strength given
Him of God. He gives us an example
of perfect obedience. Jl Selected Mes-
sages, book 3, 132; see also The
Desire afAges, 664

The Bible so clearly indicates that
man can be a complete overcomer
through the power of Jesus Christ
working in the life that it often amazes
me thal we have sincere Seventh-day
Adventists who teach and believe
otherwise. The rewards as given to
each of the seven churches of Revela-
tion are to the overcomer. In Jude 24
we are told that Jesus is able to keep
us from falling and then present us
faultless with exceeding joy.

Then in 1 John 3:9, Ihe Bible says,
"Whosoever is born of God doth not
commit sin." Well-meaning, but misled,
theologians will do all they can (0 say
that which is not really what this verse
says. Why? So that they may convince
us that we will keep on sinning until
Jesus comes. And many of us will do so
because we believe them, although there
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are many more scriptures telling us we
must be overcomers. We must have
vicwry in our lives.

·'Abundant grace has been pro-
vided that the believing soul may be
kept free [rom sin; for all heaven, with
its limilless resources, has been
placed at our command." Selected
Messages, book 1, 394. "Christ is
willing to take possession of the soul

temple, if we will only let Him. He is
represented as knocking at the door of
our hearts for admission, but Jesus
never forces Himself upon us; He will
come in only as an inviled guest. ...
In order to let Jesus into our hearts,
we must stop sinning. The only defi-
nition for sin that we have in the Bible
is that it is the transgression of the
law. The law is far-reaching in its
claims, and we must bring our hearts
into harmony with iLl> Signs of fhe
Times, vol. 2, 363

"For even hereunto were ye called:
because Christ also suffered for us,
leaving us an example, that ye should
follow his steps: who did no sin,
neither was guile found in his mouth."
1 Peter 2:21-22. "Not even by a
thought did He yield to temptation. So
it may be with us." The Desire of
Ages, 123. "Humanity combined with
divinity does not commit sin." The
Ministry ofHealing, 180

And finally the question is asked,
"Can you be perfect in Christ?" Of
course, for Matthew 5:48 sal's, "Be ye
therefore perfect, even as your Father
which is in heaven is perfecl." Ellen
White quotes this verse as it reads in the
King James Bible, not as some
"scholars II say it should read, and then
states: uTh.is command is a promise."
Tlte Desire of Ages, 311; see also He-
brews 13:20-21; 1 Peter 5:10
"None need fail of attaining, in his

sphere, 10 perfection of Christian
character. By the sacrifice of Chrisl,
provision has been made for the

believcr to receive all things that per-
tain to life and godliness. God calls
upon us to reach the standard of
[ection and places before us the ex
ample of Christ's character. In His
humanity, perfecled by a life of con-
stant resistance of evil, the Saviour
showed that througll co-opera lion
with Divjnity, human beings may in
this life attain to perfection of charac-
ter. This is God's assurance to us that
wc, tOO, may oblain complete
victory." TheActs of1heAposlles. 531

Brothers and sisters, do not let some-
one with smooth speech stc",l your eter-
nal life from you. Do not be foiled by
being called a legalist. or by someone
saying to you, uOh, you think you are
perfecl." Tell them that you will never
claim perfeclion, but you you can
have complete victory over sin, and can
live up 10 all the light you have, only
through a daily surrender to Jesus Christ,
knowing that in Him nothing is im-
possible. TIlen make that surrender to
Him every day.

"The viclory is not won without
much earnest prayer, without the
humbling of self at every step. Our
will is not to be forced into co-opera-
tion with divine agencies, but it mus' 1
be voluntarily submitted.... The wil, _ .
must be placed on the side of God's
will. You are nOt able, of yourself, to
bring your purposes and desires and
inclinations into submission to the
will of God; but if you are ·willing to
be made willing,' God will accom-
plish the work for you, even 'casting
down imaginations.' .. Thoughts
Fram the MOUIl/ ofBlessing, 142

My prayer is that all of you who read
this article will purpose in your hean to
follow Jesus all the way, seeking
through His power to allow Him 10 be
not only Saviour but also Lord of your
life. Trust in Him, knowing that there is
not anything toO hard for God, even
laking a sinful human being like your-
self and making you an overcomer. See
Jeremiah 32:17, 27

And remember, "Every position of
our faith will be searched into, and if we
are not thorough Bible students, estab-
lished, strengthened, settled, the wisdom
of the world's great men will be too
much for us." Selected Messages, book
2,386 0
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We are the end-time generation. Our very
witness to the ministry of Jesus in the world is
predicated upon the true unity of His people

Guest Editorial
Conlinued (rom 2

._ to do everything not to be divided apart,
I it is important for those who are not in

leadership roles to resist the temptation
to follow any man. 11le following of
mcn is a most dangerous course that will
lead ultimately to eternal loss.

At the time of the Reformation we
find that, while the Reformers unwaver-
ingly identified the Roman Catholic
Church as the antichrist, often they agreed
on litlle else. The stern conflicts existing
among them arc well known. The famous
conflict between Martin Luther and
Zwingli is a tragic chapter in the history of
the Reformation. We calIDOl forget the
angry words exchanged between these
two great men over the issue of the
communion. As Luther held strongly to
the belief that the bread was the body of
Christ, Zwingli was rightly adamant that
the bread represented (but was nOll the
body of Christ. So Sharp was the conten-
tion between these men that when, at the
age of forty-seven, Zwingli was struck
down in battle against the papist forces
from the Canton of Zurich, Luther was
said to have rejoiced, saying it was the
judgment of God upon Zwingli.

When he persisted in doctrinal error
wingli himself showed a terrible in-

tolerance and cruehy. On one occasion
his hostility to thc AnabaptislS was so
great that he commanded that a whole
company of the Anabaptists be taken to
the river in front of his church and there
the soldiers were to "baptize" them
completely. Many faithful Anabaptists
were drowned that day. It is hard for US
today to understand such cruelty among
men whom God had called for such an
important work. But history attests to the
numerous errors of the Reformers.

Because of his insistence upon the
union of church and state, John Calvin
was prone to burn at the Slake those he
considered heretics.

In the early Seventh-day Adventist
Church the conflicts were fierce, to the
point that the servant of the Lord on a
number of occasions had to rebuke some
of the best·known leaders for the deep
contentions that they were allowing to
fester in the church. Not immune to her
rebukes was her own husband, James,
who like so many of the other leaders,
was guilty of contending over the issues.
His contentions concerning prophetic
interpretations with men such as Uriah
Smith arc well known to anyone who
has rcad the history of the Seventh-day

Adventist Church. See Arthur White,
Ellen G. Whjte: The Lonely Years, %

Why is it that leaders of reformation
so often have difficulty understanding
one another, maintaining unity, and
agreeing? Why do differences between
reformers become so sharp? One of the
reasons may lie in the fact that to be a
leader of reformation mcn and women
must have deep and strong convictions.
No one who is vacillating or weak or
uncertain will ever become a leader in
reformation. Therefore with the deep
and burdensome convictions that leaders

have, it is only natural that there is going
to be serious contention when reformers
do not see eye to eye on a particular
issue. One of the greatest dangers con-
fronting a lcader of reformation is that
his conviction will be so deep that, even
on those issues which arc not of salva-
tion consequence, he may stUl contend
with excessive vigor for the perspective
that he holds.

Now it would be easy to accept as a
fact of life the inevitability of disagree-
ments among faithful ministries. Yet we
are the end·time generation. Our very
witness to the ministry of Jesus in the
world is predicated. upon the true unity
of His people. 11,US Jesus said: "Sanctify
them through thy truth: thy word is
truth." John 17:17. "There is no sanctifi-
cation aside from the truth!' The FW1-
dame1lwls of Christiall Educatio1l, 432.
"Unity is the sure result of Christian
perfection." The Sanctified Life, 85

There is no way that we can unite
together on a platform of error, but like
all of God's true followers, we need to
put aside selfish independence in those
areas that fall short of salvation issues.
The servant of the Lord, talking of the
faithful people, put it clearly: "To secure
peace and unity they were ready to make
any concession consistent with fidelity
to God; but they felt that even peace
would be too dearly purchased at the
sacrifice of principle. If unity could be

secured only by the compromise of truth
and righteousness, then let there be
difference, and even war.n The Great
Colltroversy, 45

This statement brings us to the present
reformation that the Lord is bringing to
the Seventh-day Adventist Church. Those
who have set themselves to see the pro-
gress of reform in God's remnant church,
need to be able to discern between what is
a salvation issue and what is not a salva-
tion issue. Salvation issues include such
truths as the Sabbath, the sanctuary mes-
sage, righteousness by faith, the state of

the dead, the inspiration of the Bible, the
prophetic origin and destiny of the
Seventh-day Adventist Church, the immi·
nent, personal second coming of Jesus,
the three angels' messages, the identifica-
tion and rejection of the antichrist (the
Papacy), and the Spirit of Prophecy. If the
issues faIl short of eternal consequences,
wisdom dictates that there be no strident
co"flict and that no division be allowed to
arise. It is beholden upon both leaders and
followers to do everything in their power
to avoid that wruch will lead to unneccs-
sary division among the ranks of God's
people. If the differences are of salvation
consequence, then there is no alternative
but to reject and oppose as strongly as
possible the error being presented.

During the Second World War Wins-
ton Churchill had this to say: "We are so
few, our enemies are so many, our cause
so great, that we cannot afford to
weaken each other in any way." If that
was true in the conflict of the Second
World War, how much more true it is in
the last great controversy between God
and satan! We have a God-given re-
sponsibility to do everything we can to
come into unity, but that unit)' can be
forged only upon the platform of truth
and righteousness. 0

Colin D. Standish,
CONTRIUUTING EDITOR
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T HIS simple statement of truth, and
the question being asked in the title

of this article, are having a very pro-
found effect upon my praclicaJ Christian
experience. This thought of God's grace
and my co-operation is not new. Rather,
it is a deeper and more practical applica-
tion of how it works in my personal life
and that of my family. You will notice
that the word co-operation is hy-
phenated throughout the article. This
special emphasis is intended to remind
us that we work along with the opera-
tions of Heaven, co-working with the
divine agencies operating for our salva-
tion.

It began to unfold one day as I was
installing OUT new hydroelectric power
system. Since this project was important
and outside my skills, I found myself
praying for mOre grace so that I would not
make needless mistakes. I prayed,
llFather, You know that this is not some-
thing I'm used to doing. I need Your grace
so that Iwon't make any mistakes."lt was
then that the strong reply came to me from
our tender heavenly Father: "My grace is
sufficient; will your co-operation be effi-
cient?" This thought or impression was so
clear and simple that I was stunned at the
glimpse of what was possible. Yes, God's
grace was sa/fidem for me; it always had
been and would be. It was not more of His
grace I needed; it wasmOre efficiem lise of
the grace by co-operating with Him.
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Then I began 10 ask the Lord how I
could co-operate with Him in this situa·
tion. 11,e thought camc to me to take a
few minutes to write down everyth.ing
that I would need for this part of the
hydroelectric project, to carefully think
through each step of the process; then
He would direct my thoughts and I
would write down the tools and parts in
the order needed to successfully
complete the task. I was excited as I
began to realize, as never before, what it
meant to co-operate or be a co-worker
with heavenly agencies.

The Lord was helping me to see that
by taking a few minutes of thoughtfUl
planning, even though in my personality
I did not want to "waste" the time, I
would spare myself needless mistakes,
extra trips running for parts and tools,
and most important, to recognize and
understand the words of Ch.rist, "1 can of
mine own self do nothing." John 5:30

You may be a person naturally gif1ed
with strong abilities to plan, organize and
ef(iciently execute a projcct: but have you
ever found yourself so intensely absorbed
and involved that if someone or some-
thing interrupts your plans and progress,
you react in irritation and frustration?
While one person departs from Christ
through lack of organization and resulting
frustration: another just as surely sepa-
rates from Christ through overintcnsity
and self-sufficiency. How often have we

Tom Waters

prayed for God·s will to be done, and then
by our unwillingness to co-operate with
His will, depaned from Christ and ended
in failure? I

\\'hile it is true that we need grace to
deliver us from trials we create for our-
selves, God \\lants to also deliver us
from continuing to create those needless
situations of frustration. Let me illustrate
the thought.

Have you ever heard someone de-
scribe God's miraculous deliverance in
keeping his car running on fumes when
he should have run out of gas miles ago?
It is right to be thankful to God in such
an experience, and undoubtedly a rare
situation similiar to this may occur; but
the real question is how often arc we
creating these situations by our lack of
preparation, lack of thorougllIlcss or by
habits of slothfuliless? Right herc our
minds may want to recall same of these
situations and self may want to be
justified, but this attitude is not impor-
tant. What is important is to realize that
God is calling to us to begin co-operat-
ing with Him. He wants us to consult
Him in all of our plans and duties of life,
not only for His divine permission, but
also for His methods and efficiency in
carrying out those plans and duties. He

Tom Waters lives ill Polebril!ge MOT/tono, olld
lias dedicated his life fill! time (0 reaching
people with the practical gospel.



It is imperative that we know whether or not
we are co-operating with God's grace in light
of the effect it is having on our own spiritual
welfare and that of our own families

entreats us to become faithful stewards
of our time. our money, our marriage
relation, our families, and all the rc-
:ources o[ His blessing.

Friends. His grace is sufficient for
us, but to make this grace OUT own, we
have a part to act. The apostic Paul says,
"V\'ork out your own salvation with fear
and trembling. For it is God which
worketh in you both to will and to do of
his good pleasure." Philippians 2:12-13

1n commenting on Paul's words,
Ellen \Vhitc states: ';:Herem 1S revealed the
outworking of the divine principle of
co-operation, without which no true
success can be attained. Human errort
avails notlting without divine power; and
without human endeavor, divine effort is
with many of no avail. To make God's
grace our OWI1, we must act our part. His
grace is given to work in us to will and 10
do, but never as a substitute for our
effort." Prophels and Kings, 486-487

Do we want true success in our
Christian lives, in our businesses and in
our homes'! Are we willing to begin
co-operating and acting our part in this
divine formula? It is vital that we recog-
nize the operation of grace in our practi·
cal life so that we can e[ficiently act our
fl.art to co-operate with the grace abun-
)jantly offered.

God's grace works through the
:'still, small guiding us, instruct-
ing us, warning us of temptation and
enabling us to do aU His biddings. This
co-operation involves all aspects of our
lives from our thoughts to our actions.
\\'hen someone has ....misrepresented me
and the thought comes into my mind
how unfair the statement was, God calls
to me, "Let this mind be in you, which
was also in Christ Jesus." Philippians
2:5. Am I willing to co-operate \\lith Him
and give Him my thoughts and accept
His thoughts of forgiveness and Jove
toward thai person? At those times when
I would like to speak an irritated word to
my wife or the Lord brings to my
mind "A soft answer lurnelh away
wrath." Proverbs 15:1. "Are you willing
to co-operate with Me thaI I may give
you the words that will bring healing to
their souls?" He asks. When there are
several things to do that seem pressing:
am I willing to co-operate with the
Mighty Counselor and "Whal is
Your will for me right now?" and then
do it in His power?

You see, "Christ is ever sending
messages to those who will listen for His
voice." The /I1iIJislry ofHealing, 509. As

we arc willing to listen and co-operate
with His guidance, we understand more
practically the sufficiency of His
that it is made perfect in wealmess, my
weakness. See 2 Corinthians 12:9. This
co-operation is responding uYes" to all
His biddings: aware that we can do His
will only as we remain connected with
the enabling power of His grace.

God's part in lhis simple equation has
never bccn lacking, but without my co-
operation on a practical, not just a
theoretical. basis, the equation is not
complete. This co-operation begins with
the [irst decision o[ my day. If my
heavenly Father wants to meet with me at
5 A.M., wiU I co-operate? Or if He
awakens me at 4 AM., am 1willing to say,

Lord"? My co-operation will de-
pend on at least two things: Was 1
temperate and co-operative in going to
bed the night before, and will I act [rom
principle, not feeling, when He calls? If I
will co-operate hcre, in the first decision
of the day, Jwill be much more inclined to
co-operate throughout the day.

God longs to have us co-operate
with His grace for those who arc nearest
us within our own families. We may not
know of the burdens or temptations that
our spouse may be under-but God
knows-and He invites you and me to
co-operate with Him in uplifting and
encouraging the faith of the one we have
vowed to love and cherish.

I remember one morning as I was
spending time in prayer and studying
God's Word, the thought was impressed
on me that J should ask my wife to take a
walk and see how things were with her. I
began to reason that I really needed
more time with the Lord, but I quickly
recognized that I needed to co-operate
with the promptings of the Spirit even
though the thought did not necessarily
seem reasonable to me at the moment. I
then went to my wife and asked her to go
for a walk with me. As we walked, I told
her of my earlier thoughts and asked her

if there was anything she wanted to
share with me. She quietly began to
c:\-press to me that she was awarc of
Satan's attack upon her, trying to bring
thoughts of inadequacy and discourage-
ment. As she confided in me, I had to
realize that she did not need me to tell
her what she might be doing wrong or
what she needed to do right, at least not
right at that moment. The "still, small
voice" was reminding mc to continue to
co-operate with the divinc agencies for
my wife's restoration. She needed me
first to put my arm around hcr, and to
sense my tender concern for her and just
listen for a few moments. Then, as I
listened to her, she became open and
ready [or me to give !ler words of en-
couragement and exhortation in the
Lord. In this situation to co-operate
meant morc than just giving my wife a
text of Scripture and praying for her, it
meant givillg of myse/f, my lime, my
concern; then the way opened for the
Word of God and prayer to have more
practical significance. God wanted to
use me as a tool in His hands for my
wife.

Friends, it is imperative that we
know whcther or not we are co·operat·
ing with God's grace in light of the
effect it is having on Our own spiritual
welfare and thaI o[ our own families. For
us as husbands to co-operate with gracc
for our wives' salvation might mean

setting aside scheduled time just for our
wives, time just to talk, without being in
a rush or under pressure. Where wiU we
get this time? Here we demonstrate our
love for our wives, as they see us setting
aside the newspapers, the television,
magazincs, hobbies, or whatever con·
sumes our time, because we want to care
for and nurture them. Now we begin to
understand what is meant by ClHusbands,
love your wives even as Christ also
loved the church and gave himself for
it." Ephesians 5:25, emphasis supplied.
As our wives see us co-operating with

Vol. 7, No. 10 Our Firm FOIllldnt;o" 23



51-Volume Spirit of
Prophecy Library
all in three zipper-bound books

These books are packed! Each 8, x ll-inch page contains four pages from one ofthc
"lillie red books." In nearly every case the regular pagination is prcscrved intact by
photo-reducing each page as a whole, right out of the familiar volumes you are used to.
Pictures, section headings, chapter titles-everything is there, just smaller than usual.
StD!, the typc ranges from eight point at the smallest (like to as large as eleven points·
(like this). You will have no trouble with thesc books. The high-quality paper is extra
thin for convenience and exira white for easy yisibility.

You gct all these books: Patriarchs and Prophets, Prophcts andKings, The Desire oJAges, nu:ActS oJ
theAposlles, n,e Great Controversy, ThoughtS From rhe MOWll oJBlessing, Christ's Object Lessons. Early
Writings, n,e 510')' of Redemption, Life Sketches, Steps to Chrisl, n,e Sanctified LiJe, 7i!SfimOllies to
Minislers, Gospel Workers, Evangelism, Christian $en;ce, the complete Scripture Index to thc Spirit of
Prophecy writings as found in vol. 1 of the Comprehensive Index to the Writings oJ Ellen G. White,
Testimonies, vols. 1-9, Selected Messages, Jxx)ks 1-3, FundamcIIJals oJChristian Educatiol/, Education,
Counsels to Parents, Teachers. and SmdclltS, Spirilllal Gifts, vols. 1-4, n,c Adventisr Home, Child
Guidallce. WelJare Millistry, n,eMinistry ofHealing, Counsels OIl Health, Medical Millist')·, Counsels on
Dier and Foods, Temperance, Messages to }'Oullg People, CowlSels on Stewardship, Colporteur MinisTry,
17,ePublishingMinistry, Counsels to Writers alld Editors, COIIl/sels all Sabbath School and the Ellen
G. White commenLS from The Scvemh-dayAdvcmisr Bible Commemary, vol. 7-A.

ntis printing (which contains a few minor flaws) is the S:lme edition thaI Pastor Ron Spear uses:
"111is set of book.<; hns been a tremendous blessing to me. When I travel on speaking appointments I
always take along my wholc sct of Spirit of Prophecy books. For years I carricd them in a specially m:lde
'captain's case.' It had tb be specially made because wilh all the books inside it weighed 78 pounds, <lnd
lhe trcalment it received on the airlines meant thaI the original case lasled only aboul six months. Shcct
metal and fiberglass helped hold things together after thaI. But at ncarly 80 pounds it was (I terrible slrain
on my back. More than once J got a really bad twist when I tried 10 lift it out of a car trunk.

"Now those days are over. I can fit these three volumes and my Bible into a lillie carry-on bag. and
it weighs only about 15 pounds. If you want to carry God's Word wilh you, memorize as much as you
can-and get a sct of these books for the rest.'·-Pastor Ron Spear

God by faithfully taking up the work of
':priest"' and '"houseband:' in the home
circle, they are encouraged to heed the
counsel submit yourselves unto
your husbands as unto the Lord." Ephe-
sians 5:22

As my wife saw me making deci-
sions in my business, social and per-
sonal life for her sake and our family,
she was encouraged in a practical way
to listen to and obey the '·still, smaJ(
voice" and with God in the
lise of her time, the education of the
children, the family finances, and many
other areas of her life personally and in
the family.

Does this co-operation cost some-
thing? Yes! Frequent collisions with
self and selfish habits. To truly co-
operate with the divine agencies of
heaven is to be at \VaT with the adver-
sary of OUT souls. In this warfare with
self and Satan, wearying as it is, will be
found the only true rest for the soul.
Co-operating efficiently with God's
grace will bring true success in busi-
ness and in our personal Christian
walk, and will develop families whose
lives bear "the greatest evidence of the
power of Christianity that can bc pre-
sented to the world." The Adve11lis(
Home, 32

God \viJI have a people who know
His VOice, foIJow His will and so fully
co-opcrate with His grace that the world
will know that His grace is sufficiem. As
they behold thc charactcr of Christ re-
produced in you and me, as they see the
practical, lifc-changing power of the
gospel in our families, in the way we do
business and how we manage all our
resources, they will be encouraged to
believe that they too can enter fully into
thc life "hid with Christ in God."
Colossians 3:3

Is this your experience today? Do
you want this experience? Dear friend,
go to God on your knees, admitting your
failures, asking Him to show His will for
you personally and to put within you a
willingness to co-opcratc with Him.
Covenant to be sensitive to His leadings,
and quick to obey His promptings. Your
life will take on new meaning and a
growing commitment to co-operate with
His grace.

What an opportunity we have! Will
we pass by so great a salvation that
God is providing through grace? Let us
be reminded continually: His grace is
sufficient! Is Illy co-operation effi-
cient? 0
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Heathen Plots Against Nehemiah
SANBALLAT, Tobiah, and their con-

federates, dared not openly make
war upon the Jews; but with increasing
malice they continued their secret ef-
forts to perplex, injure, and discourage
them. The wall about Jerusalem was
rapidly approaching completion. When
it should be finished, and its gates set up,
these enemies of Israel could not hope to
force an entrance into the city. Therefore
they were the more eager and deter-
mined in their efforts to stop the work
without delay. At last they devised a
plan to draw Nehemiah from his station,
and kill or imprison him while they had
him in their power.

Pretending to desire a compromise
of thc opposing parties, they proposed a
conference with Nehemiah, and invited
him to meet them in a village on the
plain of Ono. But the Spirit of God,
enlightening the mind of his servant,
enabled him to discern their real pur-
pose. Says Nehemiah, "I sent mes-
sengers unto them, saying, I am doing a
great work, so that I cannot come down:
why should the work eease, whilst I
leave it and come down to you?" Ne-
"emiah 6:3. But these emissaries of

" ;atan were persistent. Four times they
sent messages of like import, but re-
ceived the same answer.

Finding this plan unsuccessful, they
then had resort to a more dangerous
stratagem. Sanballat sent to Nehemiah a
messenger bearing an open letter
wherein was written: "It is reported
among the heathen, and Gashmu saith it,
that thou and the Jews think to rebel: for
which cause thou buildest the wall, that
thou mayest be their king, according to
these words. And thou hast also ap-
poinLed prophets to preach of thee at
Jerusalem, saying, There is a king in
Judah: and now shall it be reported to the
king according to these words. Come
now therefore, and let us take counsel
together." Verses 6-7. Had the reports
mentioned been actually circulated,
there would have been cause for appre-
hension; for they would soon have been
carried to the ears of the king, whom a
slight suspicion might provoke to the
severest measures. But Nehemiah was
convinced that the letter was wholly
false, written to arouse his fears, and
draw him into some snare prepared by
his enemies. This conclusion was
strengthened by the fact that the leller
was sent open, evidenlly that the con-
tents might be read by the people, and
thus intimidate them also.

He therefore promptly returned the
answer, "There are no such things done

as thou sayest, but thou feignest them
out of thine own heart." Verse 8. He is
not ignorant of Satan's devices, and he
feels assured that all these attempts are
made for the purpose of weakening the
hands of the builders, that their work
may not be accomplished. He turns to
the Source of strength, with the prayer,
"Now therefore, a God, strengthen my
hands.n Verse 9

Satan had been defeated again and
again; and now with deeper malice and
greater cunning, he proceeded to devise
a still more subtle and dangerous snare
for the servant of God. Sanballat and his
companions were moved to hire men,
professing to be friends of Nehemiah, to
give him evil counsel as the word of the
Lord. The principal person engaged in
this nefarious work was one Shernaiah,
who had previously been held in good
repute by Nehemiah. This man shut
himself up in a chamber near the sanctu-
ary, as if fearing that his life was in
danger, and thither Nehentiah went to
consult with him as one who was espe-
cially favored ofGod. The temple was al
this time protected by walls and gates,
while the gates of the city were nol yet
set up. nlis deceiver therefore professed
great concern for Nehemiah's safety,
and counseled him to seek shelter in the

I Ellen G. White I
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Every device which the prince of darkness can
suggest, will be employed to induce God's
servants to form a compromise with the agents
of Satan

temple: "Let us meet together in the
house of God, within the temple, and let
us shut the doors of the temple: for they
will come to slay thee; yea, in the night
will they come to slay thee." Verse 10.
The hero's fearless answer was, "Should
such a man as I flee? and who is there,
that, being as I am, would go into the
temple to save his life? I will not go in."
Verse 11

Had Nehemiah followed that treacher-
ous counsel, he would have sacrificed his
reputation for courage, and faith in God,
and would have appeared cowardly and
contemptible. The alarm would have
spread among the people, each would
have sought his own safety, and the city
would have been left unprotected, to fall
aprey to their enemies. That one unwise
move would have been a virtual sur-
render of all that had been gained.

Nehemiah was not long in penetrat-
ing the true character and object of his
counselor; "And, lO, I perceived that
God had not sent him; but that he
pronounced this prophecy against me:
for Tobiah and SanbaUat had hired him.
Therefore was he hired, that I should be
afraid, and do so, and sin, and that they
might have matter for an evil report,
that they might reproach me." Verses
12-13

In view of the important work that
Nehemiah had undertaken, together
with the integrity of his character, and
the confidence in God which he
professed to feel, it would be highly
inconsistent for him to hide himself as
though in fear. The preservation of life
itself would not be a sufficient excuse
for such a course. The infamous counsel
given him was seconded by more than
one man of high reputation, who, while
professing to be his friend, was secretly
in league with his enemies. Women
also, while pretending to have received
great light from God, basely sold them-
selves to serve the cause of the heathen.
Nehemiah prays that God will mark
their evil designs, and reward them
according to their deeds.

Despite all lhe plots of enemies,
open and secret, the work of builcling
went steaclily forward, the wall rose to
the proper height, and in about two
months after Nehemiah's arrival at
Jerusalem, the holy city was girded
round with its defenses, and the builders
could walk upon its walls, and look forth
upon their astonished adversaries. Says
Nehemiah, "When all our enemies heard
thereof, and all the heathen that were

about us saw these things, they were
much cast down in their own eyes: for
they perceived that this work was
wrought of Our God." Verse 16

Yet the striking evidence that the
hand of the Lord was with Nehemiah
was not sufficient to restrain discontent,
rebellion, and treachery. "In those days
the nobles of Judah sent many letters
unto Tobiah, and the letters of Tobiah
came unto them. For there were many
in Judah sworn unto him because he
was the son·in-law of Shechaniah."
Verses 17-18. Here arc seen the evil
results of intermarriage with idolaters.
In this union, Satan had gained the
victory. A family of Judah had con-
nected themselves with the enemies of
God, and the relation had proved a
snare to the people. Many others also
united in marriage with Ihe heathen.
These, like the mixed multitude that
came up with Israel from Egypt, were a
source of constant trouble. They were
not wholehearted in the service of God.
When His work demanded a sacrifice,
they were ready to violate their own
solemn oaths of co-operation and sup-
port. All this had tended to weaken and
discourage thosc who sought to build
up the cause of God.

Some who had been foremost in
plotting mischief against Ihe Jews, and
endeavoring by every possible means to
cause their ruin, now professed great

desire to be on friendly terms with them.
Some of the nobles of Judah who had
become entangled in idolatrous mar-
riages, had held traitorous correspon-
dence with Tobiah, and had taken oath to
serve him. They now presumed to repre-
sent this agent of Satan as a man of
ability, wisdom, and foresight, and urged
that an alliance with him would be
highly advantageous to the Jews. At the
same time they betrayed to him Ne-
hemiah's plans and movements. Thus
the work of God was laid open to his
enemies, and opportunity was given

them not only 10 misconstrue Ne-
hemiah's words and acts, and circulate
faIse reports concerning him, but to lay
plans to counteract his efforts and hind'"
his work. Yet this man, who had S0
boldly stood in defense of the oppressed,
did nOI exercise the authority with wltich
he was invested, and bring to punish-
ment those traitors in the camp. Calmly
and unselfishly he went forward in the
service of his people, never dreaming of
slackening his efforts though they
should be repaid only with ingratitude
and treaChery.

The whole power and policy of
Satan have always been aimed at those
who are zealously seeking to advance
the cause and work of God. Though
often bamed, he as often renews his
assaults. But it is when he works in
secret that he is most to be feared. The
advocates of unpopular truth must ex-
pect opposition from its open enemies;
this is often fierce and cruel, but it is far
less dangerous than the secret enmity of
those who profess to be serving God
while at heart they are servants of
Satan. While apparently uniting in the
work of God, many are connected with
His foes; and if in any way crossed in
their plans, or reproved for their
they court the favor of the enemies 0
truth, and open to them all the plans of
God's servants and the workings of His
cause. Thus they place every advantage

in the hands of those who use all their
knowledge to hinder the work of God
and injure His people. Thus these men
of two minds and two purposes pretend
to serve God, and then go over to the
enemy and serve him, as best suits their
inclination.

Every device which the prince of
darkness can suggest, will be employed
to induce God's servants to form a com-
promise with the agents of Satan. Re·
peated solicitations will come in, to e
us from duty; but, like Nehemiah, we
should steadfastly reply, "I am doing a
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Those temptations are most dangerous which
come from the professed servants of God, and
from our friends

great work, so that I cannot corne
down." Verse 3, \Ve have no time to seek
the favor of the world, or even to defend

( -Iselves from their misrepresentation
.ld calumny, \Ve have no time to lose in
self-vindication. We should keep
steadily at our work, and leI that refute
the falsehoods which malice may coin to
our injury. Slanders will be multiplied if
we stop to answer them. Should we
allow our enemies to gain our friendship

and sympathy. and thereby allure us
from our post of duty; should we by any
unguarded act, expose the cause of God
to reproach, and thus weaken the hands
of the workers, we should bring upon
our characters a stain not easily re·
moved, and place a serious obstacle in
Ie way of our own future usefulness.
Those temptations are most danger-

ous which come from the professed ser·
vants of God, and from our friends.
When persons who are uniting with the
world, yet claiming great piety and love,
counsel the faithful workers for God to
be less zealous and more conservative,
our answer must be an appeal to the
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Word ofGod. When they plead for union
with those who have been our deter-
mined opposers, \ve should fear and
shun them as decidedly as did Ne-
hemiah. Those who would lead away
from the old landmarks to form a con-
nection with the ungodly, cannot be sent
of Heaven. Whatever may have been
their former position, their present
COurse tends to unsettle the faith of
God's people.

Such counselors are prompted by
Satan. They arc time·servers. The tes-
timonies, reproofs, and warnings of
God's servants are unpalatable to them,
being a reproof to their worldly,
pleasure-loving propenSities. We should
shun this class as resolutely as did Ne-
hemiah.

When plied with the arguments and
suggestions of such advisers, it would
be well for us each to inquire, "Should
I, who am a ChIistian, a child of God;
one called to be the light of the world,
a preacher of righteousness; who have
so often expressed my confidence in
the truth and the way in which the Lord
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has led us, should I unite my inOuence
with those who bitterly oppose the
work of God? Should I. a steward of
the mysteries of God, open 10 His
worst enemies the counsels of His
people? Would not such a course em-
bolden the wicked in their opposition
to the truth of God and to His
covenant-keeping people? Would not
such a concession prevent me from
opening my lips in exhortation, warn·
iog. or entreaty, in my own family or in
the church of God? If Paul or Peter
were placed in similar circumstances.
would he thus betray a sacred trust?
\Vould not even Olen of the world
despise me? \\'ould they not scorn to be
diverted from their lifework by diffi-
culties or perilS?"

Satan will work by any and every
means which he can employ to dis·
courage the active servants of God. If
the shepherd can be beguiled from his
duty, then the way is clear for wolves to
scatter and devour the sheep.

Every sucCC$s orlhe truth discourages
the enemies of God; and they are some-
times forced to acknowledge that it is His
work, while they hate it the more on that
very account. False brethren will continue
to increase. Those 10 whom God has sent
warnings and reproofs, but who, rejecting
the Heaven·sent message, give heed to the
counsel of His enemies, are the severest
trial to His faithful servants. "They that
forsake the law praise the wicked." Prov-
erbs28:4D

Signs of the Times, vol. 1, 401-402
(lanuary 3, 1884)
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True Dress Reform
D o J know how to live in Cluist and

manifest a Christlike spirit III all
circumstances? Do I know how to sur-
render to God's will when my will is
crossed? Or do 1 place too much effort
and talk in the externals; "What shall I
wear?" "Wherewithal shall we be
clothed?" Matthew 6:31-33

The weightier matter is "Am I clothed
in Christ?" Sec Testimonies, vol. 5, 513-
516. Do I daily "put on Christ," enthron-
ing Him on my heart's will, so that His
divine power can change, subdue and
save me [rom serving self inwardly? This
yielding must be learned in order for
Christ to adorn me with the essential

undergarments of Christlike faith and
virtue. These are the foundations of our
Cluistian life in Christ. See 2 Peter 1:5.
Putting them into praclice in one's Hfc
the specific order, prepares the Christi" ..
to receive the fullcr dress, Christ's outer
garment, His robe of rightcousncss, which
represent being changed in character and
temperanlem from sinfulness and sclf-
serving 10 serving God and holiness.
These character traits, and more. must be
a daily reali'y working deeply, effectually
in my Christian experience and walk,
redeeming me now from aU selfishness,
be it irritation toward my spouse or child,
or an un-Cluistlike dress style. Securing
this robe of righteousness requires our
greatest efforts in the Cluistian walk. TItis
putting on of the Lord Jesus Cluist needs
to be thedrcss wesecurc, without (ail r and
it must be done daily. 1l1cn we mUSI also
gain the experience of how to wear it
continually, lest we be naked of the in-
dwclling Christ before thc whole world.

Let us considerthespirituallessons that
can be learned fTom true dress refonn.

Modesty

Modesty is being so pliable in God's
hands that when God's will and my selfi."
will are at variance, I will say "Noll to s
by saying "Yes" to God's will and bena-
ing all my energies to do it, by God's
grace, no matter how crucifying to self it
may be. Jwill lay aside any favorite article
of clothing in order to remain clothed in
Cluist. But where do J get such finnness,
decisiveness and self-control as tltis? By
spending those morning hOltrs faithfully,
regularly, at Jesus' feet, by communing
with God and by doing His will. He can
then clothe me with His divine nature,
replacing my garments of selfishness.

We muSl in this process of
pUlling on Cluist, the same as a little child
must co-operatc with his parents in order
to get properly dressed in the mornjng. In
reality we are just as dependent on
Cluist's helping us with right doing for the
day as this lillie child is in putting on his
physical clothes properly. You will notice
God always works from the inside out.
Inward heart modesty (yielding) precedes
true outward, mOdesty. We must
learn to yield our wills to God; thell we
will be willing 10 yield our outer dress to

Sally and Jim Holmberger live ill Polebridr--
Montana, alld have dedicated their lil'es
time to reaching people with the practical
gospel.
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Do we not want God to clothe us with His
beauty of holiness rather than to retain the
dangerous, pretentious fig leaves of self's
devisings?

I

His • control, too. Then we will have
hcavenly modesty, and we will do Christ's
·ill not only in dress but in all we do, say,
think today.

Fig Leaves

If truc modesty is the vcry life of
Christ replacing my nakedness of unright-
cousncss, as I choose to lay self aside and
to receive Christ's will, strength, wisdom,
scIncssncss, purity, and obedience, then
what is the counterfcit to this clothing of
Christ? Fig Icavcs, o[ course. Man-madc
clothing of fig leaves are the arguments or
excuses for disobedience. Sec The
SevenTJ,·day AdventisT Bible Cornmen·
tory, vol. I, 1084. They lay the blame on
others or circumstances, excusing my dis·
obedience and thercby denying my
nakedness. They are Ihe clothing of self.
What a contrast! Did not Adam and Eve
use a substitute to cover their nakedness
and deny or excuse their disobedience?
When they sinncd (disobeyed), their lives
were then in self, independent of Christ
and llis robe of light.

When we live our way, or wear the
clOthes we like without consulling God,
for fear He may say No to us, we are not
en in Christ but in self, are we not? Do

...e not want God to clothe us with His
beauty of holiness rather than to retain
thc dangerous, pretentious fig leaves of
self's devisings? See The Desire ofAges,
581-584. We need then to bend every
energy and choose to be "in Christ" and
to co-operate wilh God in helping us to
change our garments of self for the
garmenls of Christ.

"Whose adoming let il nol be that
outward adorning ... But let it be the
hidden man of the heart in that which is
not corruptible, even the ornament of a
meek and quiet spirit, which is in the sight
of God of great pricc." 1 PCler 3:3-4

Practically speaking, our fig leaves
could bc "I don't want to" change my
dress stylc or ul can't" for whatever rea-
son. These thoughts merely represent our
present feelings or tastes in this matter,
irrespective of knowing God's will for us.
If we set our will to foUow Christ's way,
we can call upon our Savlow to save us
from our resistive, independent feelings
and tastes. We will experience a change in
our dress style, and Chrisl will put in us
that new hcart, that new desire to dress for
's honor and glory. We are then prepar-

"Ig for the full robe of Christ's righteous-
ness as we slep closer to the full surrender
of cverything in our lives 10 llis Lordship.

I recall when God called me to a
higher level of modesty in my dress. First,
He put in mc astrong desire to dress more
like a lady. Then God began revealing
clothes that needed to be put away. He
wanted me to cleanse away my shorts, my
shan skins, my V-necks, my tighter cloth-
ing, my favorite Iwo-piece bathing and
later olher inappropriate, figure-revealing
articles. My conscience inside was in a
war with conflicting likes and dislikes,
conructing emotions; one to put them
away and another to cling to those
favorite articles of clothing. What a
Struggle at times ensucd with sclf! God

graciously gave me some time and space
to make a free-will decision. God does not
[orce. He began also to teach me why
these clothes were not modest for a child
or a woman professing godliness. God
presented them to me as being a stum-
bling block to both men and women about
mc. These clothes were encowaging
others 10 retain that style and were debas-
ing to all. In women it can stir up jealousy
and/or envy. In men it can stir up baser
passions, and I was to be sensitive and to
avoid dressing in Ihat way. He would put
this sensitivily in me and change my laste
if I let Him. I was no longer to be an
instrument to allraCl allention or thoughlS
away from God to the eanhly or sensual.
Was I willing to lay self aside? God even
gave sufficient evidences of how these
particular clothes were debasing. God
made me aware of the truth He was
leaching me whenever Iwore that
versial blouse or panlS. In a relatively
short time I yielded to right, convinced
that God's way was best for me and
olhers. AndGod then clothed the inner me
with divine contentedness and peace.
Christ has the powcr to change us, as we
co·operate with Him.

We do not want to swing our dress
style to the other extreme, to baggy,
untidy, unclean or unatlractive aUrre. That
will not please God eithcr. These changes
toward greater modesty and purily do not

eliminatc taste, order and properly fitting
attire. We must remain balanced. Please
read Testimonies, vol. 1, 464, and The
AdventistHome, 254, for confirmation.

Proper Dress Characterized

"No one precise style has been given
me as the exaCl rule to guide all in their
dress." The old health reform dress in its
exact pattern was no longer wged, but
there was ever a uniform testimony borne
by Mrs. White regarding the fundamental
principles that should guide the Christian
in this matter. "Let ow sisters dress

plainly, as many do, having the dress of
good material, durable, modest, appra-
priate for this age, and let not the dress
question fill the mind." TeSTimonies, voL
1,718; see alsoMy Life Today, 145

"Christians should not take pains to
make themselves a gazingstock by dress-
ing differently from the world. But if,
when foUowing out their convictions of
duty in respect to dressing modestly and
healthfully, they find themselves out of
fashion, they should not change their
dress in order to be like the world; but
they should manifest a noble inde-
pendence and moral courage to be right, if
all the world differ from them. If the
world introduce a modest, convenient,
and heallhful modc of dress, which is in
accordance with the Bible, it will not
change our relation to God or to the world
to adopt such a style of dress. Christians
should follow Christ and make their dress
conform to God's Word. They should
shun extremes. They should humbly
pursue a straightforward course, irrespec-
tive of applause or of censure, and should
cling to the righl because of its own
merits." Testimonies, vol. 1,458

As we seek to know God's will
through personal study and prayer, God
will be right there to guide the sincere in
heart to find the answer. For example,
God desires to kccp uS balanced even in
the length of our dresses. We read, "My
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My outward dress will not be showy, with pride
or display. Rather it will reflect Christ through
modesty, cleanliness, neatness, orderliness,
tastefulness and simplicity, all in accordance
with the revealed light given in the Bible

views were calculated to correct the
present fashion, the extreme long dress,
trailing upon the ground, and also to
COrrect the extreme short dress, reaching
about to the knees, which is worn by a
certain class. I was shown that we
should shun both extremes." Ibid., 464. I
encourage you to study to find the an-
swers to any questions you may now
have in the specifies of proper heavenly
dress, and God will be with you.

Remember, if indeed my inward veil-
ing is Christ, then my outward dress will
not be showy, with pride or display.

Rather it will reneet Christ through mod-
esty, cleanliness, neatness, orderliness,
tastefulness and sinlplieity, all in accord-
ance wilh the revealed light given in the
Bible. I am accountable for the light I
know or could have known. I will seek
God's will to rule my life, which includes
my tastes in clothing. And God promises
to change my wrong tastes as I submit and
yield to His will and grace to work in me.
Choosing to follow God requires being
grounded in His Word and not traditions,
customs or the fashions of the day.

)")ants and Women

Deuteronomy 22:5 says, "The woman
shall not wear that which penaineth unto
a man, r1either shall a man put on a
woman's garment: for all that do so are
abomination unto the Lord thy God." This
plain truth is casy to understand. But
when I disearded my slacks and pants to
wear simple dresses and skins to be the
lady God called me to be, much animosity
and agitation were aroused in some of my
Christian sisters who were close to me.
Yet I was not pushing or even encourag-
ing others to do the same, just quietly
following God myself. In fact, several
counseled me with arguments and ex-
cuses why this verse no longer applies
today. Yet in my mind God kept im-
pressing upon me, "I am the same yester-
day, today and forever." [ sought the

Lord's will in prayer and further study. In
doing so I was impressed in prayer and
confirmed in studies that my course was
God's will for me and I was to follow God
in this "Thus saith the Lord" and not to
foUow man or man's reasonings.
I read Testimonies, vol. I, 421:

"There is an increasing tendency to have
women in their dress and appearance as
ncar like the other sex as possible, and to
fashion their dress very much like that of
men, but God pronounces it abomina-
tion." Let US rather be women "adorned
in modest apparel, with shanlefaeedness

and sobriety." I TImothy 2:9. It still
applies to us today. We then must ask
ourselves, Ale those sleek Levis or
form-filling dress pants, God's will for
women, or for me? Or what about the
sloppy, baggy pants; are they depicting
neatness, orderliness and purity?

Surely some will ask, Is there no place
for slacks? My response is, let us give
each other room to grow in Christ. I
encourage my sisters to seek counsel from
God rather than man, and go to study with
a hean willing to learn, not excusing self
or condemning that sister who does not
hold the same perspective as ours. Go to
see what God would have you to do.

Instead of condemning or entering into
needless controversy with one another let
us bring each other before the throne of
grace for Christ to work in each of our
heans and lives tOOay. Should a sister feel
there is a place in her wardrobe for modest,
nonbaggy, nonform-filling slacks for those
occasional activities-horseback riding,
climbing ladders and perhaps a few
others-<:an we not let that sister have the
religious liberty to follow her conscience
before God? Surely we must.

Let US realize, "To many the externals
are the sum total of religion, and yet it will
be evidenced that the hean has not that
genuine courtesy which alone is of value
with God." Testimonies to Ministers, 196.
Let it be said of US that our externals give
true evidence of the indwelling Christ.

Fashion

"How many of them, when not j.-
fashion, would be declared immodest; he
many would be pronounced inappropriate
for a refmed, God-fearing, self-respecting
woman." The Ministry of Healing, 290;
sec also Testimonies, vol. 4, 647 and
Review alldHerald, vol. 5,89-90

Dear friends, we arc nol addressing
just the obvious issues of bosom-baring,
shape-accentuating, short-skirt fashions,
all too commonly seen in the dress of
professed Christians today. Let US look a
little closer. Can not this style stir up
men's baser passions just as much as the
former mentioned styles? Satan's cun-
ning must be seen for what it Iruly is, for
he uses fashion successfully to crucify
Christ's character and to destroy us.

As we look even closer into this
issue, is not spending much time pouring
through many catalogs, sales or not, that
come into our homes, or watking the
malls looking for just the right color of
shoes to match a new color just added to
our bulging closets? Is this not equally a
shameful use of our timc and means?
Has Christ direded us to use our time
and means in this manner?

Do you see Satan's purposes ar -,
intentions here? He has obviously take._
the world captive. God's people need to
be warned; fashion is ever keeping our
time and means occupied or consumed.
Its ever changingness encourages us to
gather unto ourselves far beyond our
true needs. Let US choose to live accord-
ing to principle and no longer to fashion.
Let US repent and say in all honesty,

forgive me; I now see it clearly.
By grace I want my closet to renecl
Christ from this day forward. Show me
the errors of my ways and teach me to
trust and follow You. I choose to put on
Christ, and let You rule over me as my
Lord and Saviour of the inner me rlIst,
but also the outer me that it may renect
You by grace."

With a repentance and commilment
like this, our closets will represent
"divine" self-denial effectually working
in us. What might that closet look like? I
see a few favorite choice colors that
co-ordinate well. Careful planning and
close differentiating between wants and
needs are characterized in this wardrobe
for each season. I see a few work
blouses, a few dress blouses and eVeI
day blouses, a modest number of skilo_
to meet the varying needs of life and a
few well-chosen dresses, again to meet
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every fiber of our lives are of God or of
selL This concern is indeed the weightier
matter of the law. It must be done, and not
the other matters left undone. I caution
you to follow God and not man, custom or
tradition in this vital issue. What fibers or
ways of my Christian walk need to be
replaced by the fibers or ways of
Heaven's order? Does irritation rule over
me in my dealings with my spouse, chil-
dren or friends? These fibers or ways of
selfishness can and must be replaced by
Christ's new nature in wisdom, love and
self-control. This real question must be
asked regarding what fibers I shall wear.
Dear friends, consider that this inner

beauty, rest, and peace, which God longs
to put in us, is purchased with OUT time,
communion with God, and the right
action of our wills. This full hean-
surrender requires both hearing and
doing. Since it requires morc time than
we realize, let us commence immediate-
ly to "redeem the time, for the days are
evil." It is the best investment of OUT
time and means for now and eternity. Let
us put on Christ in our inner self, that
Christ's beauty may be manifested in
truth to all around us by what we wear,
what we say, and what we do. In this
way we proclaim a risen Saviour in our
lives. To God be this glory, for He hath
redeemed us from the pit and drudgery
of fashion and custom. God has left the
choice with us. 0

Time is short, and
many Adventists have not had the
privilege of receiving a sample
copy of Our Firm Foundation.
During the next year, Hope Inter-
national is planning to send
sample issues of Our Firm Foun-
dalion to at least 60,000 people
worldwide who have not yet re-
ceived a copy of the magazine.
The cost of mailing to foreign
countries is high, but we believe we must all do our part to
share the saving truths of historic Adventism with leaders and
laity around the world.
Will you help? We urge you to consider making an extra

contribution today, marked Our Firm Foundation, to help with
th is project.

with not one thread of human devisings.
He has also gained entrance to heaven and
will bring me in with Him, if I yield self
and let Him clothe me. This robe is minc,
if I learn to co-operate in implicit obe-
dience and learn how to put on Christ
fully. In this covering there can be no
man-made fiber of selfishness. Here we
must examine ourselves closely, and these
selfish fibers must be given up and
Christ's fibers ofdoing right replace them.
Let not colton consume our time, means
and thought. But rather let Christ be the
center of these things.

I entreat you to follow Christ, and not
man, in order to determine what changes
God is calling you to make today, in what
fibers of clothing you put on your external
bodies, or any aspect ofdressing for Jesus.
This decision must come between God,
His Word and you in the secret chambers
of your prayer life. But I strongly admon-
ish you without delay to seek to let Christ
live in you, which is the weightier maHer
and will lead you in your search of true
heavenly outward adorning. If this inward
adorning is ntissing or neglected, all out-
ward dress is vanity and not pleasing to
God. God wants our whole hearts. We
need Christ to dwell in us, to influence
and redeem our inner selves first, in order
for us to be enabled to put on the exter-
nals-the modest, life-giving robe of right
doing. Ow characters are ow robes, and
they must be examined daily, whether

Clothing That Breathes

How important are the fibers of my
clothing in my Christian walk? There are
some real physical advantages to wear-
ing cloUting fibers that breathe. Let us
realize cotton is onJy one of several
fibers that do breathe. And breathing is
important. But how much morc essential
and vital for the life and heallh of our
body, ntind, and especially our soul, is
the indwelling Christ! How much more
important it is to learn of connecting
with Christ so that our souls can breathe
Heaven's life-giving atmosphere of
grace! Without this essential, continual
abiding of Christ in us, we have no lifc,
no breath to walk the walk of right
"-:)ing. How much morc essential it is
..an the issue of wearing only cotton!
Christ has gained for me His robe of

righteousness, made of heavenly fibers,

true needs and not wants. Self-denial is
characterized. You will find that even
'his simple, modest wardrobe will take
fCC or more years to wear out. Amaz-

dIg, is it not? You know Americans do
not wear out their clothes today; it is
mare customary to just grow tired of
them, for there are too many. How much
simpler life can be, do you see? I have
wasted time wearily gathering unto my-
self the excessive eontents of my closet.
What a burden it was! And you know, I
was never really satisfied with morc. We
could even live in a smaller home and
live well on a smaller income if we
continued with this principle. Once this
modest wardrobe is established, the only
shopping necessary is to replace an ar-
ticle of clothing now and then when it
wears out. How simple this is! Simplify,
simplify, simplify-what a blessing in
conforming to God's ways!

In redeeming this time, I can now
spend more time with my Lord and
Saviour in His Word. prayer and contem-
plation of how He can redeem me. 1ltis
wise use of my time transforms my heart
from self-serving to godliness. Now God
dresses the inner and the outer me with
Christ, and His meek and quiet spirit wiU
··e evident to all, that I have met with
..sus today. "God is the author of all
beauty, and only as we eonform to His
ideal shall we approach the standard of
true beauty." The Ministry of Healing,
292. With Christ indwelling, we are beau-
tiful in thought, word, deed and dress.
Thank you, Lord, for freeing me from the
drudgery of fashion. Oh, what love!
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